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Lesson for January 12 in this Issue 
Notes on Open Letters: 





young woman spoke of the teaching of the Bible 
that real faith in Christ as Saviour would be grow- 
ing less and less, rather than greater and greater, 


be stopped even if he is killed. That is what is 
meant by the stirring old chorus, 


“John Brown’s body lies a’moldering in the grave, 


Do Genesis and Acts Agree? .......ccsccceesceceeesers 742 as time went on, with resulting conditions on earth His soul goes marching on. 
“Keép Signing Up,” Say Marshall and Lansing.......... 743 steadily worse rather than better; and that this ' ’ 
* The Comfort of That Favorite Song. By I. H. Meredith 744 would finally be ended by our Lard’s return. One And Satan has found, and will yet find still more, 
Your Study Bible. By John Weaver Weddell, D.D....... 744 of the group said: “Weil, I dont think that is so. to his eternal defeat, that although he could kill 
The Glory of All Lands. By W. C. Stevens............:- 748 1 believe that Christ will. come after the world has bear of Nazareth, he could not stop Him. It was 
Detective Work in the Home Department........ Valo 746 been made ready to receive him.” A little girl who his death that Christ won his greatest victory,— 
General Lesson Helps ........... eiekabareaeeabancuseseare 747-789 had been sitting quietly by, listening, suddenly said freedom from eternal death for all who believe on 
a Wh MEMUNE 5s. obs con00isuiensbeed covnepiasedeevecssans 780 very positively, “Then He will never come, if He him,—“that through death he might bring to nought 
The Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By Robert E. waits until the world is good enough to receive him that had the power of death, that is, the devil 
EEN TE AIR Nee AEF Saph e a aNias ste ab 0 7st Him!” The one who had first spoken commented (Heb. 2:14). And the only way of discipleship for 
Books Worth ‘Noting ..........csscccccscccccccccccscoccers 751 on this remark as being quite in agreement with those who believe on Jesus, if they want to go on 
' For Family Worship. By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp....752 Scriptural truth, and the little girl in surprise an- 50 that nothing can stop them, is by that same path- 
swered, “Why, that’s only common sense!” Bible way of instant, utter, and continual readiness to die, 
: bd truth is always common sense,—that is, God’s com- . —for “if any man cometh unto me, and hateth not 


Lesson Calendar 
1. January 5.—Pharaoh Oppresses 


mon sense, which may be seen to be wholly sensible 
if men accept God’s Word and look at things from 
His standpoint. Because of the natural sinfulness 
of the heart of man, it is to a world reeling on into 


...his own life...he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 
14:26). If in our Christian warfare we would be 
up to the standard of the American and Allied sol- 
diers, we must accept the conditions that they so 


I D ncatonerbasanedaeenboneghss ue Exod. 1: 1-14; 2:1-2 : i] ‘ a 9 : 
2. Suntnae 12.—Moses the Leader of cele : ruin that Christ will return in order to do for the sacrificially accepted. Then we shall be easy to kill, 
RRR. ere Exod. 3:1 te 4:17. world, through his personal reign and righteousness, but very difficult to stop. 
3. January 19.—The Passover Tee eshaeces Exod. 11:1 to 12:36 what mankind could never do. This is not pessi- — 
4 A 26.—Israel Crossing ee 4 : mism, but optimism: shining with the brightness and 
e CR ncccescccesrcesserccsseees xod. I4:I Oo 15:2! the joy of the sure presence here on earth of the’ 
. February 2.—The Giving of the Manna....Exod. 16 : 1-36 : : h r ses — and the Cross 
. February 9.—Jethro’s Counsel ............ Exod. 18 : 1-27 Redeemer and King, our Lord himself. T e C os 


on aun 


. February 16—The Ten Commandments..Exod. 20: 1-17 
. February 23.—Moses Praying for 


KK 


Even the blood of Jesus cannot save unless # 
is applied. The intellect may assent to the incarna- 


ME tienes i0suhdac cones sence ks Exod. 32:1 to 34:9 an tion of Christ, and to the truth of atonement, with- 

9. March 2—The Report of the Spies..Num. 13:1 to 14:38 Difficult to Stop out bringing salvation to the soul. The Rev. John Van- 

10. March 9.—Joshua, Patriot and Leader...... Josh. 1: 1-9 Death is a minor matter to the man who is right. Ness, of the Narberth (Pennsylvania) Presbyterian 

pi agi a ete a Adal at al te Josh. 20 Death cannot deter him. That is why he is bound Church, was recently telling his congregation how 

- ss Siteutiniee ta . reidtn el 23:1 to 24:28 tO win. The New York World recently published a French women have been visiting the new-made sol- 











13. March 30.—Review: God’s Hand in a 
Nation’s Life. _ Selection for Reading..Josh. 24 : 14-28 








f, VERY day sees good impulses falling to the 

ground like autumn leaves. Many a good 
buying impulse is quickened by an advertisement 
and then dies, to the disadvantage of the reader. 
When you want to make at least an inquiry of 
an advertiser, why not do it then and there? 




















Victory Verses 
By Alice E. Hanscom 


Thanks be unto God, who always leadeth us in 
triumph in Christ.— 2 Corinthians 2:14. 
OW thanks unto our God whose grace 
Doth lead us by triumphal ways, 
And maketh clear in every place 
Through even us the joy, the praise, 
With which we see His unveiled face 
In Christ, victorious while we gaze. 


In all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us.— Romans 8: 37. 


Oh, the exulting heart and voice, 
Oh, the abiding joy! 
As more than conquerors we rejoice : 
For nothing mortal can destroy 
Our refuge, builded from above 
In Christ, in God, in Perfect Love. 








What Will Bring Christ Back? 


Is it a world well-nigh perfect, or a world well- 
nigh hopeless, to which the Lord Jesus will return? 
Is it the world’s need, or the world’s righteousness, 
that will bring Christ back? Some friends were 
talking together recently about the truth of our 
Lord’s Second Coming to this earth. A Christian 


striking interview with Major-General Beaumont 
Buck, who last July led his American brigade in a 
victorious charge, while he himself was armed with 
nothing but a riding crop. General Buck has giverr 
an illuminating disclosure of one reason why the 
American soldiers accomplished what they did. “One 
important thing to remember,” said he, “is that our 
men went to Europe for the purpose of winning this 
war. You know the Germans have described the 
Americans as ‘easy to kill, but very difficult to stop.’” 
The man who thinks nothing of death if only he 
can carr, the cause of righteousness forward, cannot 
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dier-cemeteries near their villages, and how each 
one has been chalking over her signature on the rude 
wooden crosses the words, “I accept.” It meant that 
these good women would be responsible for keeping 
green these graves for boys whose loved ones, who 
would otherwise perform this ministry, were far 
away in distant lands. The incident beautifully sug- 
gests to us, this pastor said, that the finished work 
of redemption is represented by a Cross that stood 
near an open Tomb, and upon which we must by 
faith inscribe those words of eternal import, “I 
accept.” 


Your Closing Moments of this Year 


Will you give them to God, in Surrender, Belief, and Intercession ? 


HAT have you planned to do with the closing 
WW rooments of this utterly unprecedented year 
of our Lord 1918? The time, say, from eight 

o’clock until midnight of Tuesday, December 31? 
Multitudes of people in this Christian land will 
be in the theaters during that evening; many others 
will be having social good times in their own homes 
or the homes of their friends,—and as the bells ring 
and the whistles start blowing to announce the pass- 
ing of the old year and the entering of the new there 


_ will be a hullabaloo of greetings from one to an- 


other, some of which will be accompanied by the 
drinking of toasts to the old and the new. 

The streets of our great cities and small, of towns 
and villages, will be thronged with people that night, 
giving unrestrained vent to their feelings in honor 
of the occasion. 

But is there not a better way to cross the thres- 
hold of the New Year? Is there not some better 
way of expressing our feelings as to God’s gift of 
the year just ending, and his fresh gift of the year 
now at hand? Suppose 1918 should be the last com- 
plete year we are to have; suppose 1919 should be 
the time of Christ’s coming to take his church unto 
himself? Looking back, then, at the threshold-time 
between the old and the new, what should we most 
like-to remember having done? 


Just ten years ago the 31st of this December a 
great Watch Night service was held in the Chicago 
Coliseum; and from eight until twelve o’clock the 
building was packed with pecple. Dr. A. C. Dixon 
presided at the great meeting, assisted by other 
prominent pastors and evangelists. A little prayer 


list leaflet had been prepared for distribution at the 
close, 12,000 copies of it, but samehow the program 
got disarranged and in the confusion of the closing 
moments the matter was overlooked. A few of the 
leaflets were handed out, the rest were dumped into 
a waste box by a janitor, and it looked as if the 
devil had scored. Later at Dr. Dixon’s suggestion 
the leaflet was reproduced, a few thousand copies 
being printed, and special attention was called to it 
in the Moody Church on the first Sunday of the new 
year, hundreds taking them and many filling out the 
prayer list blanks. In an account of the meeting 
written for the Christian Herald of New York a 
brief reference was made to the leaflet, and this 
brought it before the public. 

Now see the result. Out of that little “intercessory 
leaflet” was born, a year later, the Great Commission 
Prayer League. And what is that League? It is an 
“unorganized” but united movement of intercession 
—for a world-wide revival, for God’s people Israel, 
and for the speedy return of Christ. Above all else, 
the Great Commission Prayer League prays. The 
Sunday School Times believes, without reselvation, 
that God has used this simple but surrendered 
agency to accomplish miracle-results through prayer 
as he has been able to use very few, if any, other 
prayer organizations in the world in the last decade. 
Its leaflet “Suppose,” with its insistent, inescapable 
challenge to personal soul-winning, has been printed 
in English and in, other languages to the amount of 
3,900,000 copies up to last year, and then another 
edition of one million more copies was printed. 

Have you heard of “The Fundamentals,” that 
series of twelve volumes seiting forth the precious 
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truths of the historic evangelical faith of the Chris- 
tian church as given in the Word of God, of which 
three million copies were distributed by the generos- 
ity of two Christian laymen? It was in the office 
of the Testimony Publishing Company, which dis- 
tributed those volumes, that the Great Commission 
Prayer League movement grew up. Many millions 
of other leaflets, calling to prayer and the deepening 
of the Spiritual life, have been circulated-now by the 
League; and the ministry of Christian ministers, 
missionaries, and lay-workers the world over_has 
been deepened and empowered and enriched by God’s 
direct touch upon them through the intercessions 
and testimony of this League. During the past eight- 
een months it has been used to place revival litera- 
ture in the hands of over half of the more than two 
hundred thousand pastors and missionaries and 
evangelists of the world. ; 

For everything, whether guidance, or financial 
support, or any and every other need, the League 
looks not to men, but to God; and he hears and 
answers, and honors the work. 

The Editor of The Sunday School Times has been 
in the offices of the Great Commission Prayer 
League in Chicago (at 808 North La Salle Street) 
over and over again, and he knows of the uncounted 
hours that are spent there in intercession.. He has 
known the Director of the League intimately for a 
series of years, and he knows how God has laid 
upon that Director an overwhelming, well-nigh in- 
tolerable burden that the church of Jesus Christ 
may be awakened to the privilege and obligation of 
prayer. He knows how the multitudes of requests 
for prayer that are received at the office of the 
League are faithfully spread before God, and are 
prayed for, one by one, in the name of Jesus, and 
in quiet faith in the efficacy of the shed blood of 
the Lamb of God. Oh, what unnumbered blessings 
God has brought to pass in the lives of His children 
unto tens of thousands throughout the world just 
because He was asked to do so, in childlike faith, 
through the human agency of the Great Commission 
Prayer League! Many, many souls have been saved, 
hosts of Christian lives have been surrendered and 
cleansed and filled with the Holy Spirit, defeated, 
struggling believers have been brought into peace 
and victory, temporal needs have been met, churches 
have been revived, and dark places in the earth made 
light, just because of these prayers. 


As we consider how we shall spend the closing 
hours of this year, let us think of these things. Two 
persons out of three in the Godhead are intercessors. 
The Head of the body is an intercessor; and the 
Spirit of the body is an intercessor. What of the 
body itself,—the church of Christ on earth? What 
of the individual members of the body? 

What would I think of my body if my knees re- 
fused to bend? What must Christ think of the poor, 
paralytic thing that he is forced, as it were, to call 
his body to-day? 

The supreme duty and privilege of Christ’s church 
is intercession; and this is the very thing to which 
it gives the least time. 

And in consequence we have before us to-day the 
catastrophe of the universe—a world of human be- 
ings for whom Christ died, rushing on to a Christ- 
less eternity because the body of Christ is not yet 
willing to pray. Think of eleven million men in 
less than five years’ time laying down their lives for 
the kings of the earth, and then think of the few 
thousand who have offered their lives to the King 
of kings to make known his salvation to more than 
one billion six hundred million human beings, the 
majority of whom have never even heard His name. 

The Head of the body “ever liveth to make inter- 
cession,” and he has commanded the members of his 
body to do the same; but how few have any real 
burden or desire for intercession! One minute, or 
five minutes, or ten minutes a day suffice to ease the 
occasionally pricked conscience. The morning news- 
paper, or a letter from a friend, or a book, or three 
meals a day, are usually more interesting or important 
than prayer. 

Think what would happen if the interceding life 
of the Head were to be communicated to every mem- 
ber of his now diseased and largely paralyzed body! 
How long would it take to carry out Christ’s last 
Great Commission? 

Christ is our intercessor in heaven; the Holy 
Spirit is our intercessor on earth; and the only 
earthly temple of the latter is the human heart. 
Think how many dirty closets of prayer he is com- 
pelled to occupy—full of unbelief, easily offended, 
suspicious, unloving, uncleansed: the channel of in- 
tercession choked until prayer is utterly ineffectual. 
What wonder that the world goes its weary way 
age upon age in sin, and.in bloodshed, and ceaseless 
turmoil!. Think what would happen if the Holy 
Spirit could have his unhindered way in every temple 
that already belongs to him. How long would it 





In sending this closing editorial méssage of the year to 
The Sunday School Times family throughout the world, 
the Editor has taken the liberty of using in it certain 
material that is either already issued or yet to be issued 
by the Great Commission Prayer League. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Are You Having Victory To-day ? 
“Whosoever believeth on him 





shall not be put to shame” 
(Rom. 10: 11) 





take to pray forth thousafids of laborers into the 
world’s harvest fields that are so “ripe already unto 
the harvest”? 

“No praying man or woman accomplishes so much 
with so little expenditure of time as when he or 
she is praying. If there should arise, it has been 
said—and the words are surely true to the thought 
of our Lord Jesus Christ in all of his teaching on 
prayer,—if there should arise one utterly believing 
man, the history of the. world might be changed. 
Will you not be that one in the providence of God 
our Fathér?” 


“A young man had been called to the foreign 
field. He had not been in the habit of preaching, 
but he knew one thing, how to prevail with God; 
and going one day to a friend he said: ‘I don’t 
see how God can use me on the field. I have no 
special talent.’ His friend said: ‘My brother, God 
wants men on the field who can pray. There .are 
too many preachers now and too few pray-ers.’ He 
went. In his own room in the early dawn a voice 


was heard weeping and pleading for souls. All- 


through the day, the shut door and the hush that 
prevailed made you feel like walking softly, for a 
soul was wrestling with God. 

“To this home, hungry souls would flock, drawn 
by some irresistible power. In the morning hours 
some would call and say, ‘I have gone by your home 


so many times and have longed to come in. Will 
you tell me how I can be saved?’ Or from some 
distant place another would call saying: ‘I heard 


you would tell us here how we might find heart- 
rest.’ 

“Ah, the mystery was unlocked. In the secret 
chamber lost souls were pleaded for and claimed. 
The Holy Ghost knew just whére they were and 
sent them along. Mark this: If all who read these 
lines would thus lay hold on God, with the holy 
violence and unconquerable persistence of faith- 
filled ‘prayer, a good many things would give way 
against which we have been beating with our puny 
human wisdom and power in vain. The prayer 
power has never been tried to its full capacity in 
any church. If we want to see mighty wonders of 
Divine grace and power wrought in the place of 
weakness, failure, and disappointment, let the whole 
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church answer God's standing challenge: 
me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great ahd 
mighty things, which thou knowest not’ (Jer. 33: 3).” 


What will you do with your_closing moments of 
this year? ill you give them to God in surrender, 
belief, and intercession? 

In the office of the Great Commission Prayer 
League from seven in the evening until midnight ef 
December 31 the time will be given over entirely to 
prayer. They will be praying for you there, whether 
oy know your name or not. 

rom eight o’clock until midnight of that same 
closing day of this fast ebbing year there will be 
held in one of the churches in Philadelphia a Watch 
Night service, in which prayer and its conditions, 
as set forth in the Word of God, will be specially 
considered, and continual prayer will be made, as 
lives are yielded up to God and definitely committed 
to him that he may make intercessors of them. 

Will you have such a Watch Night service your- 
self, either alone in your own closet, or in a little 
group of the family circle or of friends, or if God 
so directs in your church or some other meeting? 
Pray for the meetings in Chicago and Philadelphia. 
But above all, do this: 


Yield up self utterly and forever to the mas- 
tery of the Lord Jesus Christ, telling him that 
ou are ready to have his whole will done in your 
ife, at any cost, now and forever. 


Having given him all there is of self, tell him 
that you now BELIEVE him: that without asking 
to see or understand or feel anything, you take 
him as your life and victory, and above all as your 
intercessory Me, that in him and by his grace you 
may be held faithful as never before to doing his 
will in praying without ceasing. 


Ask him to make his body, all members of Christ 
throughout the world, an intercessory body in the 
New Year beyond anything the Church of to-day 
has ever yet known. This can come to pass only 
through the mighty revival of the church; let us 
plead with God for that. 


And ask that the Church may intercede for the 
salvation of the lost through-such a world-wide 
awakening as God surely longs to have follow the 
world-wide devastation of the war. Let us ask 
that thousands, and tens of thousands, and hun- 
dreds of thousands, and millions of souls may be 
saved in the New Year, at home: and abroad, 
through faith in the shed blood of Jesus. 


God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spiris, 
will be watching the body of Christ on earth, watch- 
ing eagerly, lovingly, yearningly during the closing 
hours of this year. Will you make it a Watch Night 
with them? 





Do Genesis and Acts Agree? 


In The Sunday School Times of September 21, with 


the lesson of “Abram Griffith 
Thomas states: 

“It is quite unknown why Terah accompanied 
Abram.” Why do you put it this way when God’s 
Holy Word distinctly says, “Terah took Abram...to 
go into the land of Canaan” (Gen. 11 : 31)? 

Again in the same issue of the Times Dr. Griffith 
Thomas asks, “How is the story in Genesis to be 
reconciled with Acts 7 : 2-4?” 

I see no way at all, but that Luke misquoted the Old 
Testament. Or Stephen did the misquoting. 

I am a tuberculosis bed patient, and cannot get to 
the Sunday-schools, so depend each week on The Sun- 
day School Times for my lessons. Consequently I 
would appreciate it if you will clear up this point for 
me.—A New York State Reader. 


Leaving Home,” Dr. 


The Sunday School Times rejoices to furnish a 
“Home Department” through ,its columns for read- 
ers who are prevented from. getting to Sunday- 
school; and it counts it a privilege to hear from such 
a reader as this New York state friend. May God 
strengthen and comfort him in his affliction, and 
may he rest in the sufficiency of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The Bible gives no explanation of Terah’s accom- 
panying Abram in the move from Ur to Haran (Gen. 
11:31). The Authorized Version renders Genesis 
12:1 as follows: “Now the Lord had said unto 
Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land 
that I will show thee.” The tense of the verb, “had 
said” refers us back to a time previous; and would 
seem to justify the comment that has been made on 
the last two verses of the previous chapter as “In- 
complete obedience: the wasted years at Haran.” In 
the absence of any Bible revelation as to Terah’s 
reason for going with Abram, we can only conjec- 
ture. Dr. Griffith. Thomas’ own thought is that 








Terah’s removal from Ur may have been prompted 
by a desire to participate in his son’s inheritance, 
and as such was really a testimony to the reality of 
Abram’s religion. The fact that Terah is mentioned 
as taking Abram (Gen. 11:31) is a natural expres- 
sion of the relationship of father and son. 

In Acts 7:2-4 we read: “The God of glory ap- 
peared unto our father Abraham, when he was in 
Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, arid said 
unto him, Get thee out of thy land, and from thy 
kindred, and come into the land which I shall show 
thee. Then came he out of the land of the Chal- 
daeans, and dwelt in Haran, and from thence, when 
his father was dead, God removed him into this 
land, wherein ye now dwell.” 

That is inspired confirmation of the English ren- 
dering of Genesis 12:1 in the Authorized Versicn, 
“the Lord had said unto Abram.” And the two ac- 
counts therefore, in Genesis and in Acts, are in 
agreement, as God’s Word always agrees with itself 
when its real meaning is ascertained. And in all the 
Scriptures referring to the event (such as Josh. 24: 
3; Neb. 9:7; Heb. 11:8), Abraham alone is men- 
tioned as being called, which would indicate that 
Terah was an intruder. 

The passage in Acts is from the lips of Stephen, 
in his address just before he was killed by the Christ- 
rejecting mob and entered into the presence of the 
Lord. Stephen shows that he knew what occurred 
in Haran, but wished to state an additional and ante- 
cedent fact. Knowing that God did appear to Abram 
in Haran, he speaks of the previous experience, which 
was the one that started Abram. Apart from a divine 
call in Ur, it is difficult to account for the fact, 
stated in Genesis 11:31, that Terah took his family 
to go on that long journey. Nor is there any reason 
why God’s command to Abram should not have been 
repeated in Haran. We know that God ordered 
Jonah twice to go to Nineveh in almost the same terms. 


‘Call unto — 











te ee a 





EE te, me 



































a 




















N. 12 (Exod. 3:1 to 4:17) 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


“Keep Signing Up,” Say Marshall and Lansing 


The Vice-President and the Secretary of State declare that Pocket Testaments must never 
. go to a war museum with submarines and helmets 









is to be any let-up whatever in the work of the 
Pocket Testament League. : : ; 

Mr. Charles M. Alexander, who with his wife 
organized the movement, is one of the most enthusias- 
tic personal workers in the world. Trained in the 
Moody Bible Institute, in the days of Mr. Moody 
himself, it is no wonder that the great emphasis 
of his life-work has been dealing individually with 
men and women about their souls. “As I used to 
urge upon young Christians the importance of per- 
sonal work,” he said, recently, in conversation with 
some of the editorial force of The Sunday School 
Times, “I was at a_loss for something to help 
them do it with. But I found the needed tool in the 
Pocket Testament.” ‘ 

Mr. Alexander went on to illustrate by saying 
that recently he was sitting at the lunch counter in 
the New York Central Station in New York, trying 
to make a Greek waiter understand him. 

This twentieth century Alexander was attempt- 
ing to tell the citizen from the country of the original 
Alexander that he would give him a Pocket Testa- 
ment if he would promise to read a chapter every 
day. A stranger sitting next to him interpreted for 


Tes coming of peace will not mean that there 





THE VICE-PRESIDENT’S CHAMBER 
Washington, November 24, 1918 


The pocket New Testament was the most val- 
uable thing which the soldier carried into the 
fight with him. Because of the agony and sudden 
death, war was looked upon, as it is in many ways, as a 
frightful calamity. It had one good feature about it, how- 
ever. It kept the thoughtful man constantly in remem- 
brance of the fact that at-any moment he might be com- 
pelled to answer for the deeds done in the flesh. 

The thought that now that the war is over the 
Pocket Testament is to go, with the submarine 
and the helmet, into the museum, is a frightfully 
mistaken idea. Serious as is the-business of life when 
death immediately impends, it is far more serious when 
the average man thinks that it will not arrive for years to 
come. 

Now is the time when, if never before, the soldier needs 
his Pocket Testament to meet the ills of peace. 


Very sincerely yours, 
THOS. R. MARSHALL. 











him, and then he asked Mr. Alexander if he usually 
gave those Testaments away. Upon -receiving an 
affirmative reply, he wanted to know how he could 
do it. “Who pays for these books?” he asked. 
“Well, I paid for this one I hold in my hand,” 
said Mr. Alexander, “and I am going to give it to 


ou. 
, “Well,” said the man, reaching down into his 
pocket, “I will pay you for it.” 

“Oh, no, I am giving it to you, upon your agree- 
ment to read in it every day.” 

“T don’t quite get you, yet. 
can afford to do it.” 

“Well, you can get another like it, and give it 
to the next man,” Mr. Alexander said. 

“Oh, I see. I will do that,” said the stranger. 
“The next man does the same thing, and so on, so 
that the work goes on forever.” 

“That’s it, exactly,” said Mr. Alexander. 

The World War afforded the Pocket Testament 
League its greatest and blessedest opportunity. Its 
wartime slogan was, “God’s Word in the heart and 
pocket of every American soldier and sailor.” 

Not long ago it was stated in an announcement in 
The Sunday School Times that some 200,000 Testa- 
ments had been given out, and that about 30,000 sol- 
diers and sailors had accepted Christ for the first 
time as a result of the work af the Pocket Testa- 
ment League. But the results were then greater than 
that, for as high as 250,000 Testaments have been 
given out and signed for by the boys in the service 
of the United States, and more than 70,000 have 
written across their cards, “I accept Christ.” 

The League has been asked if it intended to let 
up its work among the military forces of the coun- 
try because of the coming of peace, and its answer 
has been an emphatic “No.” Why should it cease its 
efforts? It has been stated upon high authority that 
at least a million men will remain under arms uring 
the next year. And, besides, the perils of peace are 
worse than the perils of war. Under war conditions 
the morals of the men are better safeguarded than 


I don’t see how you 


“Hold fast to the Bible as the sheet-anchor of 
your liberties,” wrote President Grant in his 
message for the Centennial issue of The Sunday 
School Times. This government, established by 
men who believed the Bible, has never lacked 
statesmen at its helm who revered its teachings. 
The Pocket Testament League has rendered a 
public service in securing the two striking testi- 
monies on this page. 








in times of peace, and the soul-needs of the soldiers 
and sailors are even greater now than ever before. 

In its plan for continuance and enlargement, the 
Pocket Testament -League is backed by the judg- 
ment of the best men in the public service of the 
country. Mr. Joseph M. Steele, of Philadelphia, 
President of the Business Men’s War Council of 
the Pocket Testament League, has received two very 
significant letters, and they appear in the boxes on 
this page. 

It is good to hear two men so prominent and use- 
ful in public life bearing such testimonies as these 
to the value of God’s Word. The Vice-President 
has stated the case with his characteristic forceful- 
ness when he says that the Testament will never 
take its place with the submarine and the helmet in 
the museum. The museum will never be the final 
abiding-place of God’s Word. The submarine and 
the helmet, the sword and the spear, will some day be 
melted up into farming implements, according to 
the Bible. But the Bible’s word about itself is that 
it is an eternal Book. “Forever, O Lord, thy word 
is settled in heaven” (Psa. 119: 89). 

It is good, too, to know that one of the chief 
advisers of the Christian President of the United 
States, now with him as he sits at the Peace Table 
at Versailles, so heartily endorses the work of the 
Pocket Testament, League in circulating the Scrip- 
tures, and believes in bringing “home to the indi- 
vidual the truth of Christ’s Word.” Secretary 
Lansing’s testimony to the Book is a valuable one. 

A number of volunteer workers have represented 
the League, across seas, during the war, and it is 
preparing to send a number of its best men over as 
soon as possible, for the need for these workers 
and the opportunity before them is increased by the 
enforced idleness of the soldiers, now that cessation 
of hostilities has resulted from the Armistice. 

Mr. Steele has recently had a letter from Homer 
Rodeheaver, the song leader of the Billy Sunday 
Campaigns, who is now on the other side, and he says 
that he could profitably. use 25,000 Testaments at 
once if he had them. The Testaments get worn out 
and are often lost or destroyed. Many of the boys 
literally wear them out, and this is what is desired. 
Some of the soldiers say they have not seen a Testa- 
ment in three months. One man wrote that if he 
had a million dollars he could not get a Testament, 
for there simply was not one to be had. The League 
is now pushing the work in France more than ever. 

John Loanis’ Testament has resulted in his spirit- 
ual development. His pastor, the Rev. Richard B. 
Callahan, of Swampscott, Mass., says: “He began 
by conquering his fear to pray by praying in the dark. 
It took a week. Then the first night he did kneel 
in prayer the fellows hooted. He got up and by 
appealing to their manhood, and the fact that they 
had come from homes where mothers were praying 
for them, so shamed them that the next night four 
others joined him. In a week he had persuaded eight 
of his comrades to join the Pocket Testament 
League, and before long he was captain of a Gospel 
team doing work around the camp.” 

Another pastor, the Rev. E. C. Harmon, of Char- 
lotte, Mich., writes that Mrs. Elmina Morton, the 
mother of Howard C. Hultz, had great joy in learn- 
ing of the conversion of her son. She is a helpless 
invalid, not being able to move or speak audibly. 

George T. B. Davis, International Secretary of 
the Pocket Testament League work, writes that at 
an embarkation camp last summer he and Dr. A. H. 
Fish, a camp pastor, spoke to a lot of men soon to 
sail for France. Both emphasized the imperative 
need of making a decision for Christ before leav- 
ing the homeland. As a result 160 men joined the 
League, and there were scores of decisions. 

As showing the heart hunger of the men for the 
real Gospel, Mr. Davis adds: 

“The next morning in talking with the Major of 
the battalion, who had heartily introduced them the 
evening before, he suddenly said: “Men, I was talk- 


ing with the Captain about your words to the men last 
night, and the thing that especially pleased us about 


them was this—that you did not apologize for preach- 
ing Christ. Because of your straight talks you got 
under the vests of the men, and they will not forget 
you.’” Continuing, Mr. Davis says: 

“One evening I came upon a company of men who 
had sent away their barracks bags, and were just 
lounging about, waiting until the order came to leave 
for the steamer. In talking with the Lieutenant in 
charge, I found he had joined the League at a 
meeting held at an Officers’ Training Camp a few 
months previous by Lieutenant Barnhouse, Philip E. 
Howard, Jr., and myself. The Lieutenant was very 
cordial, and gave me a hearty introduction to his 
men, who were assembled in the mass hall. It was 
an unusual dppottunity to make a final appeal to the 
men before they left the homeland. P 

“The mén’s hearts Wére'‘open and receptive, and 
melted like wax at every reference to home and 
mother. When the cards were later counted it was 
found that one hundred and ninety-one of the two 
hundred and fifty men in the company had enrolled 
in the Pocket Testament League, while ninety-four 
had marked their acceptance of Christ as their 
Saviour. 

“At the officers’ training camp where I met the 
Lieutenant mentioned above, there was a Captain 
who had charge of bayonet practise. Formerly he 
was a student at the University at Washington, 
where he had studied under a professor who had 
boasted that he had turned out four thousand 
atheists and agnostics. This young man likewise 
discarded .all religious beliefs. Later he went to 
Canada and enlisted as a private in a company of 
engineers. He rose to the rank of Lieutenant, and 
became Capfain of the company before it left for 
France. After the company reached the trenches 
the Captain saw one man after another killed. 

“Several months later the Company were in camp 
some miles back of the firing line. The German 
airplanes discovered them and began dropping 
bombs. The Captain entered one tent and found 
five of his men killed. Going into another tent ‘he 





THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
Washington, November 27, 1918 


In acknowledging your letter of the 20th, stating the 
excellent work which has been accomplished by the Busi. 
ness Men's War Council of the Pocket Testament League, 
I wish to express to you my earnest hope that the work 
in which you have been so successfully engaged during the 
war will be continued with equal, if not with greater, vigor. 

No one, who believes in Christian einstein as the real 
remedy for the evils which afflict society, can cease to en- 
courage the continued effort of your organization to bring 
home to the individual the truth of Christ’s 
words and the necessity of establishing his stand- 
ard of human conduct. The triumphant close of the 

eat world war does not solve all the problems. Society 

as been shattered in many places. We must rebuild it 
on a better foundation. Materialism was largely respon- 
sible for this war. We must not sink back again to the 
same level. A strong and vital spirituality ought to dom- 
inate mankind, so that we may nse above the greed and 
selfishness which have corrupted mankind and distorted the 
ideals and purposes of life. 

The task of your organization has by no means ended. 
You have done much, but there is much more to do. 
earnestly hope that it will be possible for you to persist in 
"ated » on and to receive that support which you deserve 

ause you are inculcating in the hearts of men those be- 
liefs which are the only foundation-stones on which society 
can be reconstructed if justice and peace are to guide the 
affairs of men and nations. 


Very sincerely yours, 
ROBERT LANSING. 
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found one of his godless Lieutenants on his knees. { 
In another tent he found another godless Lieutenant 
asking God to forgive him. The Captain thought it 
was time for himself to get busy, and soon yielded 
his heart to Christ. ay 

“Later the Captain’s company was in the charge 
at Vimy Ridge and all of them were either killed 
or wounded. For a long time the Captain lay in 
‘No Man’s Land,’ unconscious the larger part of the 
time. At length he was found, and on account of 
his severe wounds received his discharge from the 
Canadian Army. Because of his record he was given 
a commission in the American Army. At the Officers’ 
Training Camp where he was stationed the Captain’ 
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sat 


would instruct the officers in bayonet practise, and 
then I.was told he would frequently preach Christ 
to them. At length they prevailed upon him to talk 
to the men ip the Y. M. C. A. building. The- place 
was pines % to the doors. As the Captain spoke, 
tears rolled down the faces of the officers and men 
alike. At the close of the address, when an sevens 
was made, fifty men went forward to accept Christ. 
The Captain declared that Christ was a _ lizing 
reality on the field of battle. 

“As I saw so many thousands joining the League, 
and so many hundreds of them professing conver- 
sion, my heart was filled with gratitude and praise 
to God; but I felt a great burden of soul for more 
prayer for these and other tens of thousands of 
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soldiers and sailors who have made a start in the 
Christian life before. 

“Will not every one w'o reads these lines form’ 
a prayer list of ten or more of your soldier and 
sailor friends, and ‘pray through’ day by day that 
those who are Christians may be strong in the Lord; 
and that those who have not yet found Christ may 
be led to make a full surrender. Let me also plead 
with you to pray for the League workers as we 
nn ams to the men, and give them God’s own 

ord. 

Gifts for the gy en of Testaments for supplying 
the present calls from overseas may sent to 
i Lewis Twaddeli, Treasurer, 524 Witherspoon 

uilding, Philadelphia. 





The Comfort of That Favorite Song 


And its providential discovery in the 
soldier’s last hours 


By I. H. Meredith 





of soldier boys were im our hut... ‘very busy 

days we sometimes delivered writing material to 
more than 5000 men, but, owing to lack of space, 
the greater number of these would adjourn to their 
barracks to do their writing. Enough always re- 
mained, however, to occupy every available desk, 
chair, and bench the hut could muster. — 

The American soldier is an inventive creature, 
and when the regular writing desks were full, he 
soon discovered that a very useful one could be 
improvised by placing one bench upon two others, 
thus furnishing accommodations for at least half a 
dozen more fellows. ; 

Of all my experiences in France, nothing has more 
deeply touched me than the picture of a hut filled 
to overflowing with men whose first desire when 
they landed on a foreign shore was to send a mes- 
sage to the folks at home. It is first of alla beauti- 
ful tribute to the home and also a fine tribute to the 
boys who leave home. 

On this busy June day such as I have described, 
there came a message to me from a sergeant in the 
hospital, that a boy was dying and had requested 
that some one come and sing to him. I asked if the 
boy knew that he was dying and was told that he 
did not. I promised to come at once, and leaving 
the hut in charge of two soldier assistants, | gath- 
ered together a bundle of popular songs, a Y. M.C. A. 
red-covered hymn book and a small folding organ. 

On reaching the hospital, I met one of our won- 
derful American nurses, who, with a face bright 
with smiles, took me at once to the sick man’s room 
and told him I had come to sing for him. His face 
beamed with pleasure at this announcement, and 
after giving him a warm hand-clasp and speaking a 
few cheerful words, I began opening up my little 
organ. This greatly interested him, and at the same 
time quite a number of nurses, orderlies, and patients 
gathered about to enjoy the song recital. 

I placed myself where I could look into the face 
of the soldier boy and also where I could gaze 
through the open window. Outside I could see the 
men drilling, while others were engaged in the prep- 
aration of mess, and still others were sitting upon 
the grass, some “just visiting,” and others in various 
stages of convalescence. . 

My heart went out in sympathy to the boy who 
had come to take his place as a soldier in the ranks, 
but who was to be denied the glory of the conflict, 
and who in the silence of his own room must fight 
the good fight alone. 

When I was all ready I turned to him and said, 
“Now, Roberts [for that was his name], what shall 
I sing?” “Oh,” he said, “sing anything.” “But,” I 
said, “haven’t you some favorite?” And with a 
peculiar smile he said, “Can you sing ‘Casey Jones’?” 

My heart dropped into my boots, for I was not 
acquainted with “Casey Jones,” and had to tell him 
so. I had other songs, however, which he liked, and 
in all my life I had never sung to such an appreciative 
audience. Away out through the open window I 
could see the faces of the men turning my way to 
see where the music was coming from, and about 
me was a room full of nurses and other patients 
who had come for the message of cheer which mdsic 
always brings. 

After I had sung for quite a while I began to 
fear the effect upon my patient, and so I said to 
him, “Now I am going to sing you a hymn, and 
then I must go.” Then I sang to him, “God Will 
Take Care of You,” a song I have sung to the boys 
in France wherever I have gone, and when I had 
finished I took his hand in mine, and quietly, so that 
just we two and God might hear, I prayed with him. 

When I had finished and started to say good-bye, 
he said, with a quizzical little smile at the corner 
of his mouth, “Please sing again.” He was the most 
winsomely persistent music lover I have ever seen. 
Leoking for a good excuse to keep from exhausting 
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[: WAS a pleasant day-in June, and:a great throng 


him, I pleaded weariness of voice. Then his smile 
came into play again and he said, “Then play the 
organ a little While.” I looked toward the nurse for 


help, but she said, “Go ahead, it won’t hurt him; - 


it’s doing him good.” So I played song after song 
on my little organ, and he listened with an expres- 
sion of rapturous delight. Then my _ conscience 
smote me and I walked over to his bed, grasped his 
hand again, and said, “Now I must go,” with em- 
phasis on the “must.” His funny little smile came 
into play again, and he said, “Please sing again.” 
With that I burst into laughter and said, “All right, 
but it will be just one song. Now,” I said, “which 
shall it be?” 

Looking across the room, he saw the red hymn 
book and asked for it. In a few moments he turned 
to a hymn and said, “Please sing that.” Then I 
sang, “Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, calling 
for you and for me,” and when I reached the chorus, 


“Come home, come home, 
Ye who are weary, come home,” 


I was astonished to hear my soldier boy, with weak 
and tremulous voice, joining with me in the song. 
My heart was deeply touched, but I shed not a tear. 

When we had finished I folded my organ, even 
though he still begged that I play more, and taking 
his hand for the good-bye, I said, “I think you have 
had enough for one day; I’ll come back to-morrow 
afternoon and sing for you again.” 

Then his funny smile got busy .once more, and he 
said, “Don’t wait till afternoon, come to-morrow 
morning.” So I promised, and as I went out of the 
door, he called, “To-morrow morning.” 

With «a very happy heart I departed and went 
directly over to our canteen. As I entered, one of 
our secretaries handed me a bundle and said, “Here 
is some music one of our soldier boys leaving camp 
left for you.” 

I opened up the bundle at once, for new music was 
very precious to me in France, and imagine my won- 
der and delight in finding, right there on top of the 
pile, the song “Casey Jones.” “Well,” I said to my- 
self, “won’t Roberts be glad to hear this to-morrow !” 

The next morning I was overcrowded with work 
and could not go to the hospital, but in the afternoon 
I went again. As I entered the room, I could read 
his pleasure in the dancing light of his eyes and the 
funny little smile that came to his lips. 

I had promised him the day before that I would 
write several letters for him and so proceeded first 
with that pleasant task. He wrote first to his father, 
and in the opening sentence said, “I have not heard 
from you since I came to France.” In the exigencies 
of war, many weeks and even months sometimes 
intervene with no word from loved ones. This is 
one of the hard things about a soldier’s life. A regu- 
lar message from home did.more to keep up. the 
morale of the individual soldier than any other one 
thing. 

The rest of his letter was taken up in asking plain, 
homely questions. When he said, “How is my stock?” 
I gave a little start, fearing he had been making 
some bad investments, and I said to him, “So you 
own some stock, do you?” With a slow Southern 
drawl, he said, “Yes, I own a mule and a cow.” He 
was just a plain, unsophisticated farmer boy, and his 
“stock” was % very personal thing to him. 

When I had finished his letter, I directed the en- 
velope, and placed it unsealed in my pocket. Then 
I opened up my organ and sang to him. He was 
overjoyed when I started on “Casey Jones,” and 
when I reached the chorus, he joined with me, sing- 
ing as heartily as he could, 


”"Casey Jones mounted to the cabin, 

Casey Jones, with his orders in his hand, 

Casey Jones mounted to the cabin, 

And he took his farewell trip to the promised land.” 


As I sang the last line, I said to myself, “Yes, and 


this soldier boy will soon be taking his farewell trip 
to the promised land.” 


I stayed with him for nearly an hour, singing both — 


pgpular songs and hymns, and before I left we had 
prayer together again. He was in continual pain, 
and I prayed that God would make good His promise, 
“My grace is sufficient for thee.’ The sympathetic 
prayer and hand-clasp seemed to quiet and help him, 
and from our conversation I felt quite content not 
to ask for any expression from him. His eyes re- 
vealed the gratitude he could not express in words, 
and I left him with the promise to come again. 

The next day was a very busy one with me and 
I could not get to see him, but at night, after we 
had closed the hut, I stopped at the hospital, and 
the sergeant took me to his room, thinking, perhaps, 
he might still be awake. .He was. asleep, however, 
so I could not express my regret at being unable 
to see him. In the morning I inquired for him again 
and was told that during the night his spirit had 


_ taken flight, and almost his last audible speech was 


a wish that I might be near and pray with him. 

He was given a soldier’s burial, and who will deny 
him the honor that was his due? And I believe the 
testimony of his bright eyes, and the amen of his 
tones, as we sang “Come Home” together, proved 
that he was a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

For several days I kept the unsealed letter I had 
written for him to his father, and then I added a 
postscript of my own, telling of his passing out, and 
trying as a father to say the words that would com- 
fort a father’s heart. 

While life shall last, the memory of those song 
services will linger with me as a blessed benediction, 
and I hold it as‘one of life’s greatest privileges that 
I was counted worthy to minister even in so small 
a way to one who gave his all for the cause of 
liberty and righteousness. 


New York Cirty. 





Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








A PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are being 
given here, as- marked through forty years of personal study. 
Each of the sixty-six books of the Bible is being covered, week 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times. 
The following plan for marking is helpful : R 
At the top of the page—topical notes. 
At the bott lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 








Galatians 


Epistle of Freedom. Christ our Liberty 
Key-word: Free 


Key-text: “Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free” (5:1). 

Outline: 

. Liberty of prophecy (chap. 1). 

. Liberty of grace (chap. 2). 

. Liberty of the Spirit (chap. 3). 

. Liberty of adoption (chap. 4). 

. Liberty of service (chap. 5). 

. Liberty of life (chap. 6). 


It is the Christian’s Declaration of Independence. 
Here we sing our battle-hymn—Christus Liberator! 
“If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall 
be free indeed” (John 8:36). Assert it; assume it; 
assure it. 

In the epistles that go before we find our standing: 
in Galatians we take our stand. In Romans, Paul 
bids us use our heads to grasp the principles of our 
religion; in First Corinthians, to put out the hand 
to grasp our privileges in Christ; in Second Corin- 
thians, to lift the heart to apprehend the comforts 
that are ours: here in Galatians the apostle summons 
us to stand upon our feet in the liberty that Christ 
imparts. 

And it is a great liberty. Rise into it; exult in it. 
Like Israel at the Red Sea, dismiss with songs of 
rejoicing the thongs and shackles of the world; leave 
there, too, with the broken chariot: wheels, the fet- 
ters of sin; and let the whelming waters of the Red 
Sea and Jordan together strike away forever the 
heavy burden of the law, the galling bondage of - the 
flesh, the haunting fear of man.- Break forth from 
= and sin and Satan. In Christ I am free! free! 
ree! 

Here is the Christian’s Delsarte School of Expres- 
sion, where we shake our stiffened muscles and minds 
out of bound and burdensome rigidity into calm, free 
exercise, where we can act, and speak, and think 
naturally, normally, and effectively. Or rather, it is 
Christ in us, speaking his mind, doing his’ work, in 
the glad, free, yet submissive instrumentality of the 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 12 (Exod. 3:1 to 4:47) 


sanctified soul. This is the truest liberty, the only 
worth having. : 

And so get hold of Galatians, and let Galatians 
get hold of you. Be free in.Christ! 

Chapter 1. Free to preach the Gospel. “Paul, 
an apostle (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus 
Christ, and God the Father, who raised him from the 
dead)” (v. 1). Hands off! I am free by God's 
appointment ! 

Chapter 2. Free to experience his grace. “The 
life which I now live in the flesh J live by the faith 
of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me....I1 do not frustrate the grace of God” 

vs. 20-21). Paul gives grace free play; he gives 

access: God gives him success. 


Chapter 3. Free to receive the gifts of the Spirit. 
“That the blessing of Abraham might come on the 
Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might re- 
ceive the promise of the Spirit through faith” (v. 14). 
Believe, receive, declare. 

Chapter 4. Free to enjoy Sonship with God. 
“Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; 
and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ” 
(v. 7). Ours is the full liberty of the house. 


Chapter 5. Free to bear fruit unto God. “But 
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace” (v. 22). 
The exuberant spontaneity of the branch in the vine— 
are we showing it? 


Chapter 6. Free to feel and know the boundless, 
surging life that is in Christ. “In Christ Jesus—a 
new creature” (v. 15),—#. e. a new creation: new 
life in Christ. No wonder Paul cries out: “God 
forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the world” (v. 14). Let the 
world go: I have Christ, and, having Him, have all 
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things. Oh, the joy of it: the free, full life that is 
ours in Christ Jesus! 


Marginal Notes 

“In Christ’ is like the Rosetta stone: it unlocks 
all the mysteries of grace.”—Gordon. 

In Galatians we are not working for a living, as 
servants, but in our living, a. sons. 

Read here Paul’s Seminary Course: Damascus, 
Arabia, Jerusalém, Syria—the World! (1: 15-24). 

This is what David means when he says, Psalm 
51:12 (corrected reading), “Uphold me—a free 
spirit.” And it is what Paul intimates in Ephesians 
6:15: “your feet shod with the preparation [swift 
readiness] of the Gospel of peace.” Free to know: 
free to do—this is living! 


Marked Texts 


“Who gave himself for our sins, that he might 
deliver us from this present evil world” (1:4). A 
blessed “jail delivery.” 

“If I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant 
of Christ” (1:10). Which is it, preacher—Christ, 
or man? 

“And they glorified God in me” (1:24). “Let 
your light so shine.” 

“I am [have been] crucified. with Christ; never- 
theless I live” (2:20), The adversative “neverthe- 
less” is not in the Greek, Rather ‘and. so I live.” 
Because Christ lives, I live—“yet not I, but Christ.” 

“Shut up unto the faith” (3:23). This way out, 
O Christian! The only way. 

“Be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage” 
(5:1). Samson bound. Break loose! “Shake 
thyself from the dust; arise, and sit down, O Jeru- 
salem: loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O 
captive daughter of Zion” (Isa. 52: 2). 

OBERLIN, OHIO. 





Are Eden and Millennial Canaan identical ? 








The Glory of All Lands 


By W. C. Stevens 








That restored Israel will eventually poss 


old, Mr. Stevens has convincingly established in last week’s issue. 


T 


ess a far larger territory than did Israel of 
Equally as 


interesting as the study of the creation of Adam in this second article, will be the 


third and concluding article next week. 


This discussion of the creation of man 


will whet the interest for reading the author’s study of ‘‘The Biography of the Pre- 
Ircarnate Christ,” to appear in an early issue. 


‘been included in the Promised Land as sur- 

veyed for us by the Scriptures we have thus far 
studied? It is not always noticed that Eden is not 
the name of the garden, but of a land in which “the 
Lord God planted a garden eastward.” The inter- 
esting question now arises whether an identity can 
be established between the Eden of primeval times 
and the land promised to Abram and his seed. We 
do not lack clues which-establish a stro g probability 
that such is the case. 

3. THe Lanp or Epen.—The territory of the land 
of Eden is described with considerable definiteness 
in Genesis 2:10-14. It falls into irregular quarters 
according to the courses of four rivers. Of course, 
the topography of that country, which was the re- 
gion most affected by the Noachic deluge, has pre- 
sumably suffered great changes, not only from that 
cause, but most likely also from other causes, such 
as the caprice of alluvial action and of sandstorms. 
The verses:in Genesis read thus: 

“And a river went out of Eden to water the gar- 
den; and from thence it was parted, and became 
into four heads. The name of the first is Pison: 
that is it which compasseth the whole land of 
Havilah, where there is gold; and the gold of that 
land is good: there-is bdellium and the onyx stone. 
And the name of the second is Gihon: the same is it 
that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. And 
the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it 
which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the 
fourth river is Euphrates.” 

Our familiarity with the rivers Hiddekel (the 
Tigris) and om Mie at once renders very accept- 
able to our minds the surmise that to the north the 
land of Eden and the Promised Land very closely 
agree in their bounds. While the rivers Pison and 
Gihon are not familiar to us geographically, yet the 
statement that Pison “compasseth the whole land of 
Havilah” (of Southern Arabia), and that the river 
Gihon “compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia” (in 
Eastern Africa), affords us a striking clue to the 
southern bounds of Eden and their practical agree- 
ment with those of the Promised Land. We are 
not to forget what changes in the actual courses of 
these rivers, even of the Tigris and the Euphrates, 
may have occurred. For instance, is it unlikely that 
the stream known as the Jordan may have flowed on 
southward formerly and emptied into the Red Sea? 
Whe Gulf of Akaba, the eastern horn of the Red Sea, 


Cre it be that that “Garden of Eden” must have 


ba weed = gen 


points directly toward the Dead Sea, and it may 
once have been the mouth of one of these rivers 
of Eden. 

Besides this geographical argument, which may 
be considered strongly suggestive rather than en- 
tirely conclusive, there is at hand a logical support 
to the presumption that Eden and the greater Canaan, 
the land of millennial Israel, are identical. We shall 
find this confirmation from a careful study of the 
circumstances which call for the mention in the 
Biblical narrative of the garden of Eden and for 
the description of the land of Eden... 

When man was created he was commissioned to 
“be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, 
and subdue it: and have dominion,” etc. (Gen. 1: 28). 
This language is worthy of close attention. It im- 
plies not only an unpopulated earth, but the word 
“replenish” (the same expression is repeated to Noah 
after the Deluge, 9: 1) implies-a depopulated earth. 
This agrees with the statement of 1:2, “And the 
earth was without form, and void; and darkness 
was upon the face of the deep.” Especially in the 
light of Isaiah 45:18,—“He created it not in vain 
[void], he formed it to be inhabited”—it is evident 
that Genesis 1:2 does not describe—under that 
gloomy chaos—the original terrestrial creation. 
Rather may we perceive that an original creation, in 
undated past, of a dual sphere of earth and her 
heavens,—the theater of the whole biblical drama— 
had been thrown, so far as the earth was concerned, 
into a chaos, from which “the Spirit of God” gra- 
ciously commenced a work of cosmic reconstruction 
and creative rehabilitation. At a suitable stage of 
this reconstruction man was created, not only as 
the acme of the re-creation, but as the human pro- 
moter of further rehabilitation and subjugation, and 
as the administrator of all things in the earthly 
sphere. 

It will not be going too far afield to note in this 
connection what manner of being this man was by 
creation. “Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness” (1:26). What may this mean? Merely 
that man was created with a spiritual nature? That 
is an angel. Does it mean that God had first in 
Adam an “image” and a “likeness”? What do these 
words mean? What purpose does an image, or a 
likeness serve? The image of a thing impersonates 
that. thing; and the likeness of a thing pictures that 
thing outwardly. Did Adam first impersonate and 
picture God? Did he ever do that, excepting in a 
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secondary sense? Note that it says “let us make 
man in our image, after our likeness,” not as our 
image and as our likeness. 

Was not God Almighty from eternity reproduced 
and shown forth in another, namely, in His only 
begotten Son? Does not the writer to the Hebrews 
Ai 3%, 3) refer to the eternal relationship between 

ather and Son, when he thus describes the latter: 
“Who being the brightness f his glory [the revealed 
likeness], and the express image of his person”? 
Again is not the same fact, that the image and the 
likeness of God are eternally in His Son, declared 
in Colossians 1:15, in the words, “Who is the image 
of the invisible God”? It follows that, when Adam 
was created, he was not the original image and like- 
ness of God, but the copy thereof. That is, the coun- 
cil of the Trinity decided that man should be 


created in Christ, the eternal Son of God. The first - 


man was made in God’s Son, who is His image, and 
after the likeness of God found in His Son. In 
other words, the original and the true human type 
is alone of Christ. That is what is meant by those 
further words of Paul in Colossians, in which he 
describes the Son of God as “the firstborn of every 
creature.” Not that He Himself was a creature, but 
that He set the tyne of creature-man. : 

We’ have, spoken of: man’s, wearing the likeness, 
or being the visible picture of the original likeness, 
or picture, of God. This implies that the Son of God 
was the likeness, the visible picture of God even in 
his pre-incarnate existence, to show forth his 
Father to beholders. Is not this what is meant by 
“the form of God” (Phil. 2:6), in which He had 
appeared always before, as to angels? Is it true then 
that the human form and appearance were patterned 
from a form and an appearance already (eternally) 
existing in Christ, the Son of God? Certainly! 

This is evident from the fact that, at His pleasure, 
the Son of God appeared in visible form to human 
vision,—whether to physical eyesight or to super- 
physical mental sight—and that always in human 
form. _How many times He so appeared we know 
not. But we have a numberof certain instances 
recorded in the Old Testament, where it is expressly 
stated or implied that He was beheld in the form of 
man. For example, He appeared to Abram (Gen. 
18), to Isaiah (chap. 6, see John 12:41), and to 
Ezekiel (chap. 1: 26-28), as well as to Moses many 
times (Exod. 33:11). Hence, in incarnation Christ 
simply appeared in actual flesh—although for the 
time in humiliation—as the likeness, or picture, of 
His Father which He had ever been. This puts 
more striking meaning into the words of Jesus: “He 
that hath seen me hath seen th Father” (John 14:9). 

And it is to be noted that Adam is not spoken 
of as created after God’s likeness. The words ate, 
“So God created man in his own image, in the image 
of God created he him; male and female created he 
them” (v. 27). This relates only to Adam’s personal 
being. In this respect he was created. But as to his 
visible being Adam was “made,” or “formed,” only. 
“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 

round, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
ife; and man became a living soul” (Gen. 2:7). For 
the earthly purposes of his creation man was 
fashioned visibly out of the material elements of 
the earth, even as the Son of God Himself was after- 
wards also to be. But this is not the original, essen- 
tial, immortal man... As “the outer man” was made 
of “the dust” of the earth, so “shall the dust return 
to the earth as it was” (Eccles. 12:7). (The body 
of Christ, however, was not permitted “to see cor- 
ruption,” or dissolution in the dust, Acts 2: 27.) 

So then, when Adam was placed in the garden 
spot of Eden, from that center to populate, subdue 
and govern the earth, it was as the visible repre- 
sentative and steward on earth of his divine Head, 
Christ, the Son of God. Christ was the real Lord, 
as He was the Creator of the earth. “All things 
were made by him; and without him was: not any 
thing made that was made” (John 1:3). “The 
Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things into 
his hand” (John 3:35). Hence, it was Christ, the 
Son, who as creator and proprietor of the earth 
fashioned Adam (and, later, Eve also as Adam’s 
earthly helpmeet) in physical manner adapted to 
earthly residence and activity, placed him in Eden’s 
very garden, appointed him His own steward at that 
center, with instructions to multiply, replenish, sub- 
due and have dominion. 

Of course, Adam was truly to represent Christ, 
the Lord God, in whom he was created, after whose 
likeness he was fashioned in clay, under whose in- 
structions and for whose glory he was to administer 
the earthly estate. What intimate acquaintance, what 
blessed fellowship, what holy consultation existed 
between Adam and his Lord, our Christ! 

How evident it is that the whole divine concep- 
tion of the calling of Adam, to populate, cultivate 
and administer the Edenic domain as the radiating 
center of world-wide development, was a conception 
of infinite goodness and blessing! Not only is this 
directly apparent, but we find this motive of the Son 
of God reflected in the crowning purpose of good- 
ness for all mankind which we have already noted in 
the Abrahamic covenant, in the Sinaitic covenant 
also, and which we have seen is *» be richly illus- 
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trated under the millennial order. How far astray 


“is all evolutionary infidelity in its theories i ca 


the beginnings of human and earthly history 

Inasmuch as Adam was truly to represent Christ, 
and to administer wholly for His will and glory, he 
was strictly cautioned to avoid the path that would 
lead to the knowledge of evil, seeing that the Lord 
Himself “knew no sin,” was, and ever is, unac- 
quainted experimentally with evil, excepting in be- 
ing “made sin for us.” For Adam to know evil as 
well as good would imply his taking lessons of the 
Devil, who, it is plain to see, was near at hand. For, 
presumably, at the time that chaos befell the earth 
(Gen. 1:2), the earthly heavens also fell under 
the rule of darkness; and the malign ruler of those 
regions might be expected to dispute the sway of 
the Son of God in Eden and on all the earth through 
Adam as His representative. 

We all know how soon this very attempt was 
adroitly and successfully made. Within not more 
than a century, perhaps, of this high and happy state 
just described, man let go out of his heart the word 
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of his Lord, by which alone man can live (Matt. 
4: 4); and he let Satan speak into his heart instead 
and impregnate him thereby with the seed of death 
(Jas. 1:15). Man fell out of Christ and life into 
the devil and death; he ceased to be ruled by Christ 
and came under the rule af Satan. Christ lost, not 
his estate in the earth, but the steward thereof. Most 
graciously, however, Christ at once revealed himself 
as the sin-bearer, as “the Lamb [of God] slain from 
the foundation of the world,” as the Kinsman and 
Redeemer for man deposed from his stewardship 
(Gen. 3: 15-24). 

But Christ was wanting a representative and 
steward on the earth. Does it not appear, then, that 
the identity of the land of the Abrahamic covenant 
with the land of Eden springs from the fact that 
the Son of God was taking, in Abraham and his 
seed, a new steward of the land over which Adam 
had forfeited stewardship? This will become the 
more conclusive and impressive as we search out a 
still deeper mystery of the Holy Land. 


Kansas City, Mo. 





Detective Workin the Home Department 





What one department Visitor does when confronted by a “For Rent” sign 





“detective work” is a very important element in 

the ‘growth of a flourishing Home Department. 
This is not because of the necessity of tracing crime 
or criminals, but because of the urgent need of dis- 
covering the whereabouts of members (usually those 
outside the church) who “fold their tents like the 
Arabs and as silently steal away.” 

This problem, of course, presents itself most 
formidably in large cities—more especially the cities 
of the west. There the “change-desire” fever is 
especially contagious, even though it leads its vic- 
tims only into the next block. Unless people own 
their homes, there is always a certain degree of dan- 
ger of this unannounced flitting. 

The first solution that naturally occurs to the 
Home Department Visitor when, in the quarterly dis- 
tribution of supplies, she finds herself confronted 
with an empty house, is to inquire of the neighbors. 
But, alas, it is only too true that neighbor knowledge 
decreases as the population increases. As one from 
time to time meets the empty stare of such unin- 
formed neighbors, her confidence in this procedure 
grows weaker and weaker. However, this method is 
not to be neglected, for even the slightest clue may 
prove to be grist in the Home Department mills. 

Here is a case in point which shows with excep- 
tional clearness not only God’s leading in answer to 
prayer for guidance, but also gives a hint of Satan’s 
attempted interference with God’s messengers. 

It was a double house, the windows on the side 
bearing the number of my quest being decorated 
with dust and a “For Rent” sign. The other side 
presented some indications of occupancy. So the 
first step was to try the “Next Door Neighbor In- 
formation Bureau.” 

In answer to the bell, a little, old, doubled-up man 
opened the door and immediately applied his hand 
to his ear. 

“Can you tell me where Mrs. Brooks has moved 
to?” I inquired. 

“No,” was the not unexpected reply. 

A pause, in which I stood my ground. Then came 
question No. 2. 

“can you suggest any way in which I might find 
out?” 

A moment of some suspense, while the little man 
evidently adjusted his thinking cap. 

“Well—yes.” 

“Praise the Lord!” was my mental ejaculation. 

“Mrs. Hukson might know. She lives around the 
corner.” 

“Can you give me her number ?”—in the most in- 
gratiating tone at my command. 

“No, but I can show you where she lives. Come in.” 

There followed a silent, somewhat uncanny, single- 
file march through a barely furnished, dusty house, 
down some uncertain steps, and across a small back 
yard. A large, heavy gate was unlatched, and my 
guide spoke again, pointing across the block. 

“I think Mrs. Hugsdon lives in one of those two 
houses.” 

“Those standing with their backs this way?” 

“Yes, one of them; I don’t know which.” 

“And the lady’s name is what?” 

He repeated the name in his guttural tone, and this 
= it sounded more like “Hudgson” than anything 
else. 

I found the first house to be another double dwell- 
ing. No, Mrs. Hudgson did not live there; neither 
did the woman who answered the bell know of such 
a person in that neighborhood. Inquiry at the other 
front door brought forth the same unsatisfactory 


A CERTAIN amount of what may be termed 


information. And the experience at the second house 
was but a repetition of the other two. 

Then I acknowledged: 

“I am not sure of the name. The old gentleman 
who gave it to me did not speak plainly. Do you 
know of any one near here with a name anything 
at all like it?” 

“Well, the lady who lives next door is Mrs. Han- 
sen. 

Retracing my steps, I rang the second time at the 
second door and was again met by a young girl with 
an imperfect back, but an unusually intelligent and 
interesting face. Pointed questions brought forth 
the following replies: 

“Yes, Mrs. Hansen lives here. 
home.” 

“Yes, she is my _mother, and we know Mrs. 
Brooks.” ‘ 

“Yes, Mrs. Brooks moved into our house on 
Haskell street.” 

“Take the South Blakesley car and get off at 
Haskell. The number—let me see—I think—(a 
rather long pause)—I think the number is 707.” 

When I reached Haskell street and turned down 
the 700 block, I thought, since the exact number was 
uncertain, it might save time if I began a house to 
house inquiry. As I turned down a walk, the door of 
the house opened and a man’s head appeared. 

“Were you looking for somebody ?” 

“Yes; for Mrs. Brooks.” 

“She lives next door,” and the head disappeared. 

The next house proved to be 707! The lady was 
the mother of one of our Sunday-school girls, and 
was just as glad to receive her quarterly as I was 
to give it to her. 
moving to think of notifying us of her change of 
address. 

This seems a large share of time to devote to one 
member out of four hundred or more. But the 
werker who has the success of the department at 
heart will bear in mind the Master’s parable of the 
ninety and nine and use her best efforts to let no 
missing sheep escape. , 

When, as is often the case, it is impossible to get 
the slightest clue from neighbors, the source «that 
rarely fails is the real estate owner or agent. This 
kind, good man very obligingly leaves his address 
and telephone’ number conspicuously on the “For 
Rent” sign, and if he knows the whereabouts of his 
former tenant, he needs no urging to share this 
valuable bit of knowledge. 

Housekeepers can often be traced through the 
neighborhood grocery or meat market. When the 
member is a mother of school children, the principal 
of the school in that ward can often be prevailed 
upon to furnish the new address when she or he 
understands that there is nothing more harmful in- 
volved than the delivery of Sunday-school quarterly 
supplies. 

In one case in the writer’s experience it took: two 
small children, two grocery stores, one apartment 
house (the wrong number had been given), and two 
school buildings to discover the last link in the chain 
—the young son of the missing member. He not 
only gave street and number, but volunteered various 
items of family history of which the following was 
perhaps the most pointed: 

“My,dad he doesn’t live with us any more. I 
saw him the other day with a strange woman. He 
spoke to me and asked me how was I, and gave me a 
dime. But he didn’t call me ‘Son’ nor ask me how 
was mother.” 

People who move out of apartment houses are 
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She had been too busy with her, 
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more easily traced. They have their own reasons 
for leaving their addresses at the office, and the clerk 
at the desk is usually accommodating enough to 
answer politely all inquiries. *° 

When the address has,not been left, the next step 
is to obtain the name of some person in the house 
who was friendly with the one who moved away. A 
courteous request accompanied by ocular evidence 
of the reliability of the speaker and her honesty of 
motive brings the desired information. 

There are times when the best that can be secured 
is a general clue. 

“She went to an apartment house somewhere near 
Lincoln street, but I can’t tell anything more about 
it.” 

In such cases, the telephone serves a good pur- 
pose. The list of hotels and apartments in the tele- 
phone book, together with a city map, furnishes the 
detective with means whereby important discoveries 
can be made. 

When the worker has come to the end of her re- 
sources, there is one helper that never fails. Uncle 
Sam stands always ready to use his well organized 
detective system. While he will not divulge the new 
address, he will at least see that first-class mail is 
delivered. Send the quarterly to the old address as 
first-class matter. Inclose a note expressing your 
desire to retain the member in the department and 
asking that the new address be mailed on the accom- 
panying return postal card. In this way the quarterly 
will reach the person for whom it is intended, and 
the chances are good that the addressed card will be 
used and the member continue to be a student in 
Home Department Bible study. 

The change of quarters in the Home Department 
is like the going and coming of the tide in its de- 
crease and increase of membership. It is a race be- 
tween loss and gain, and the retention of every mem- 
ber possible is of great consequence. Intelligent, 
wide-awake, resourceful,..Spirit-guided .industry: is 
the price that must be paid for healthy growth in 
this portion of the Father’s vineyard. All the work- 
ers need to be furnished with the whole armor of 
God as described by the Divine Author of the Word 
through the Apostle Paul in his letter to the 
Ephesians, chapter 6. And, as an outcome of this 
foundation armor, they should find themselves pos- 
sessed with an unfailing fund of good humor and 
patience, eyes that are lighted with a hope that does 
not become dim, ears that are open for all sounds— 
both promising and unpromising,—a tongue that is 
not backward in asking questions, and a dogged per- 
severance that knows no discouragement.—Jennie M. 
Day, Los Angeles, Cal. 
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Bringing in Home Department Folks 


ETTING members for the Home Department is 
a fine thing, but getting them to promote them- 
selves into the visible Sunday-school is better. 

One of the best inducements for this is a double 
enrollment for each recruit, once in the roll of Home 
Department students and also as honorary member 
of the class to which he or she would belong if a 
regular attendant. This brings them more or less 
in touch with the school, includes them, by special 
invitation, in any picnics, parties or special services, 
and links them up in personal acquaintance and 
friendship with those of their own age. 

Much, of course, depends upon the active class. 
Not only its teacher, but its members should feel a 
peculiar responsibility for the honorary mates, con- 
sidering them, on the quiet, a sort of home mission 
field. It is their duty to bring them into active mem- 
bership. 

This double enrollment is working most success- 
fully in several western Sunday-schools, though it 
takes a live class to make it an effective plan any- 
where. 

Many Western schools have also entered their sol- 
dier boys in France and the cantonments as Home 
Department members, and are forwarding regularly 
all the Sunday-school liter-ture,. at the school’s ex- 
pense. In addition, their classmates are taking 
special interest in each, sending cheery letters and 
other tangible evidences of friendship. “Blest be 
the ties that bind” lonely young hearts to their 
ty aa in the faith!—Lee McCrae, Washington, 


Something New for the Home Department 


AS A hint to. other Home Department’ Superin- 
tendents, may I not tell how I use my copies of 
The Sunday School Times? I took charge of the 
Home Department a short time ago. I had saved all 
my copies of The Sunday School Times, so I cut out 
the good editorials, articles and illustrations, and 
pasted them in the quarterlies, one at each lesson. 
The full page articles on the Jews, prophecy, and 
Christian Science, I gave to members to pass on after 
reading. Sometimes the Home Department seems 
a cut-and-dried thing unless something different is 
put in. I find that this plan makes for a more per- 
sonal touch; it seems almost like a weekly visit with 
the members.—\/rs. W’. W. Peters, Galveston, Texas. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 

Getting Started in Class 

L = the teacher bring in to class a pair of scis- 








sors, the two pieces of which have been sepa- 
rated; show the class only one of the pieces, 

keeping the other out of sight. Say that you have a 
nice scissors here, and hand the one blade and 
handle to a member of the class. As they exclaim 
at the uselessness of only half a pair of scissors, 
go on to say that God in his work never makes only 
one-half of a pair of scissors. As the present half, 
here in this class, would be worthless for any work 
that requires scissors (then produce the other half 
and fit the two pieces together), so in God’s work: 
he always sees that the two halves are provided. 

For example, when God puts in the heart of some 
person a conviction of sin or a sense of need of God, 
he puts in the heart of another person an impulse 
to meet the first person’s need. And he brings those 
two persons together. 

Exodus 2:23 and 3:1, 2 tell us of two halves of 
a pair of God’s scissors. 

Let the class mention instances, from their per- 
sonal experience or observation, of the two pieces of 
some pair of scissors, in God’s working. 


Our Background Material 


Modern critics of the Bible, and those who deny 
what God’s Word says about Christ’s promised re- 
turn to this earth, say that God is not and never has 
been “an absentee God,” but always has been and 
always will be here on earth in the midst of his crea- 
tion and his creatures. There is a real truth in 
this; and there is, at the same time, a very mislead- 
ing untruth. 

What do those who profess to have a higher 
opinion of God than that he could be “an absentee 
God”..to do with such statements in his Word as 
that in 3:8 of this lesson, when God says “I am 
come «down to deliver”? Assign to the class in ad- 
vance different Scripture passages throughout the 
entire Bible that definitely speak of God’s special 
comings: to this earth, and have them read aloud. 
His final coming, at the end of this age, is plainly 
declared in Acts 1:11. Over and over again God, 
in the second or the third person of the Trinity, 
has come to this earth for purposes of deliverance. 
A valuable book, by Grant Stroh, is entitled “When 
God Comes Down to Earth” (or, Epochal Crises, 
Past and Future): it may be had from the Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, Chicago, at $1.25. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain garagraphe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

A miracle burst out as a flame into the everyday, 
routine life of a man of God (3:1, 2). Don’t, don’t, 
pon’T tone down or explain as “natural” this super- 
natural miracle of God, the burning bush, or any 
other miracle of God in the Olid Testament or the 
New: Jehovah’s appearance unto Moses “in a flame 
of fire out of the midst of a bush” was neither the 
glory of the fiery reds of autumn leaves, nor the 
burning of some gas known to scientists. Those 
who talk about “seeing God in every burning bush” 
are talking about something fundamentally different 
from that which Moses saw. Let us not seek to 
evade, but rather glory in, the fact that God, in 
sovereign power and for his own purposes of love, 
has revealed himself to men at different periods in 
the world’s history in a way in which he does not 
reveal himself to other people at other periods. 

So of this entire interview between God and 
Moses. It was not a “meditation” Moses had with 
himself. It was not that he “received an impression” 
that he ought to do something for Israel. Let us 
give our classes as.a fundamental principle of Bible 
study that the record in the Bible is always to be 
taken literally unless.the context plainly shows that 
it must be figurative. We read any other history as 
literal history when it purports to give facts; let us 
at least be as fair to the Word of God. 

Three great truths in this lesson are given in a 
good teaching outline’' in Dr. Ellis’ article on this 
page. Be sure to notice the “Teaching Principle” 
given by Dr. Ellis grom week to week (sometimes 
a principle will be repeated from one week to an- 
other); the. mastering of these principles will make 
any one a better teacher. 

Moses had had a great training for his great life- 
work; that training is described in-military terms of 
to-day in Mr. Rogers’ article (1). 
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LESSON 2. JANUARY 12. MOSES THE LEADER OF ISRAEL 


Exodus 3:1 to 4:17 


Golden Text.— Moses indeed was faithful in all his house.— Hebrews 3: § 








Additional Material for Teachers: Exod. 12 : 37-42; Num. 12 : 3-8; 
Deut. 34 : 10-12 ; Acts 7: 17-36. 

* Pri opic : ks to Moses. 

i Memory Verse : Certainly I will be with thee.—Exod. 3 : 12. 

Junior Topic: Moses Called to be a Leader. 

Memory Verse: Exod. 4 as a . 

i ic: A Champion Goprence 

Topic: The World’s Call for Leadership. 


and Adult 
Additional Material : Same as for ‘Teachers. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Exodus 3: 1-12 


3: 1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro his 
father-in-law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock 
to the back of the wilderness, and came to the mountain 
of God, unto Horeb. 2 And the angel of Jehovah appeared 
unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: 
and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and 


the bush was not consumed. _34And Moses said,.} will turn . 


aside now, and see this great sight, why. €he-bush is not 
burnt. 4 And when Jehovah saw that he turned aside to 
see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, 
and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. 5 And 
he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off 
thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground. 6 Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look 
upon God. 7 And Jehovah said, I have surely seen the 
affliction of my people that are in Egypt, and have heard 
their cry by reason of their.taskmasters; for I know their 
sorrows; 8 and I am come down to deliver them out of 
the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of 
that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing 
with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanite, 
and the Hittite, and the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and 
the Hivite, and the Jebusite. 9 And now, behold, the cry 
of the children of Israel is come unto me: moreover I have 
seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians oppress 
them. 10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto 
Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the 
children of Israel out of Egypt. 1: And Moses said unto 
God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that 
I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt? 
12 And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this 
shall be the token unto thee, that I have sent thee: when 
thou hast brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye shall 
serve God upon this mountain. 
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Now bring out, through the many steps of God’s 
leading of Moses in these two chapters, the marvel- 
ous lesson in Grace that it gives us. The lesson 
title “Moses the Leader of Israel” might better have 
been “God the Leader of Moses.” Moses does not 
show up as much of a leader here! It reminds one 
of the remark of a certain Christian, who was asked 
to tell how God had led him through his life, “I 
resisted, and God did the rest.” What a pathetic 
picture we have of Moses; fearful, unbelieving, re- 
sisting God at almost every step of the way in this 
beginning of God’s commissioning. Bring out 
Moses’ objections, in 3:11; 4:1, 10, 13. Probably 
Moses’ question in 3:13 was also in a spirit of re- 
luctance or protest. 

Over against Moses’ fearfulness and. unbelief 
stands the glory of God’s patient, tender, loving for- 
bearance and provision. Only at the end, when God 
has added to his marvelous promise “Certainly I 
will be with thee” (3:12) the further word that 
his being with Moses included his being with Moses’ 
mouth (4:12), and Moses still holds back in unbe- 
lief, are we told that Jehovah’s anger was kindled 
against Moses; and then he gave Moses a second 
best, Aaron, who proved, as Dr. Thomas (I, 2) points 
out, a trouble to Moses almost from the start. 

What was the significance of the burning bush? 
Far more than Moses could then know. Get the 
thoughts of the class; then give them such points 
as are given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1), and in 
his Section IV, The Heart of the Lesson. Then 
show, from Mr. Banks’ rich prophecy article, the 
symbolism of the burning bush in relation to the 
Jews. That bush is still burning, as these words 
are written, in the First American Congress of Jews, 
being held just now in the city of Philadelphia. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


God’s deliverance is never merely negative. He 
does not merely end our suffering and affliction and 
difficulty. He came down, not only to deliver Israel 
out of the hand of the Egyptians, but also to bring 
them up out of that land unto a good land and a 
large, flowing with milk and honey. He not only 
puts to death the sinful nature of those who believe 
on Christ, delivering them from the penalty and the 
power of sin, but he replaces that sinful nature with 
Christ himself as their righteousness, their victory, 
their actual life. God takes away the bad and he 
gives the good. He ends suffering and he gives 
prosperity. What a God and Saviour we have! 
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Teaching Points 

The second sign or miracle, that of the leprosy, 
which God enabled Moses to work, “reminded Israel 
of their low estate, like an incurable disease” (Dr. 
Griffith Thomas, I, 2). And notice that God at once 
cured that incurable disease in Moses, as he was 
going to do with Israel. 

Remember, any messenger chosen by God does not 
do the work by his ability, but by God’s ability. The 
inability of the messenger is no obstacle to God’s 
accomplishing his work through that messenger. So 
Moses’ protestations concerning his insufficiency 
were quite irrelevant. It was God’s sufficiency that 
God wanted Moses to think about (2 Cor. 12:9) 
Moses did not need to be asking “Who am I?” but 
he did need to be, realizing “Who is God?” Moses 
way talkingyas>thowgh Me deliverance of Israel de- 
pended on him, instead of on God! He needed to 
realize that God could use even such a worthless, 
helpless specimen as Moses, even as God can use us. 

Why, then, does God’s Word tell us that “Moses 
indeed was faithful in all his house” (Heb. 3:5)? 
Because God was faithful to Moses. That is the 
only secret of any man’s faithfulness. See Dr. 
Griffith Thomas’ Section II. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


May we believe that Moses ever expected to come 
back to any place of leadership of Israel, before he 
saw the burning bush? 


Why was Moses afraid to look upon God (3:6)? 
Why did God choose Moses as the deliverer? 


What meaning do you understand God’s name, 
as given by himself (3:14), to have? 


Why should Israel need to go into the wilderness 
to sacrifice to Jehovah (3:18)? 


Could any man have believed and obeyed more 
promptly than Moses, under the circumstances? 


What does God’s “anger” (4:14) mean? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 








THe Law or Arm.—Every lesson and teaching 
process is conditioned and determined by the 
aim of the teacher and pupil. 











ET us aim in this lesson at the development of 
important truths suggested by the facts of the 
lesson, and confirmed by other Scripture teaching. 
The lesson facts may be compassed in these: 


Moses educated by God in the wilderness. 
Moses called by God to lead his people from Egypt. 
Moses empowered by God when he hesitates. 


The corresponding truths suggested by these phases 
of the lesson are: 


God trains great leaders in quiet and remote places. 
God calls these leaders to service in his own time. 
God empowers for service every leader he calls. 


Now can these suggested truths be lifted into cer- 
tainty by Scriptural confirmation? Naturally we 
think first of the hidden years at Nazareth and the 
frequent times when the Saviour went to the moun- 
tains alone. David like Moses was prepared of God 
for leadership in the days when he kept the flock, 
and Paul in the deserts of Arabia was taught the 
Gospel that he did not receive of man. Elijah knew 
what it was to dwell alone with God in the vast 
silences, as did one who later came in the spirit and 
power of Elijah as the herald of the King. Scrip- 
ture does confirm our first suggested truth. 

Again, when his years of preparation were over 
Jesus announced in Nazareth that the Spirit of God 
had anointed him for his ministry. In his own time 
God called the shepherd-boy to the throne of Israel, 
and Elijah from the desert to his fiery ministry be- 
fore the king, and Paul to his far-reaching ministry 
to the Gentiles. 

Lastly, Elijah was enheartened, Jonah emboldened, 
and Peter inspirited, by the mercy and providences of 
God. The disciples were scattered to the ends‘of the 
earth, but not without the promise of his presence 
and the power of his Spirit. Scripture confirms the 
truths our lesson suggests. 


HuntInopon, PA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—Closely associated with last week’s 
lesson. Moses would be about eighty when he re- 
ceived the vision and commission of God (Exod. 3: 
1-5). 

Date.—Either about 1450 or 1250 B. C. 


Books for Study.—The best commentaries on 
Exodus are the volume of The Bible Commentary 
known as the Speaker’s, valuable for its information 
about Egypt (Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, 
$3 a vol.); The volume in the Pulpit Commentary 
(Funk and Wagnalls, New York, $2); and Exodus 
by Chadwick, in The Expositor’s Biblé (Geo. H. Doran 
Co., New York, 75 cents, net). For spiritual teach- 
ing, “Notes on Exodus,” by C. H. M. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, 75 cents, net); “Egypt to 
Canaan,” by A. H. Tuttle (Methodist Book Concern, 
New York, $1); and “Out of Egypt,” ‘by -Pentecost 
(A. S. Barnes & Co.,,,New York, 75 cents, net). 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


For the sake of completeness it is necessary to 
look at the entire story of Moses up to this time, 
and hence a brief glance must be taken at the sec- 
tion in chapter 2, Bat considered last week. 


The Rescue (2:1-10). The striking and provi- 
dential account of the early preservation of Moses 
(Rom. 8: 28 


The Choice (2:11-15). Moses must somehow 
have been told of the circumstances of his early 
life and also of the history and condition of his 
people, Israel. 


The Exile (2: 16-22). The departure into Midian 
and the stay there for forty years had a great part 
in the preparation of Moses for his life-work. 


The Revelation (2:23 to 3:5). Moses was keep- 
ing the flock of Jethro (2:18; Num. 10:29) his 
relative (the term refers to any one connected by 
marriage, Gen. 19:12; Exod. 4:25), at Mount 
Horeb, called, perhaps by anticipation, the mount of 
God (as Gen. 47:11, the land of Rameses), or pos- 
sibly because already a sanctuary was there (Exod. 
18:12). Then a Divine manifestation occurred, 
the fire symbolizing the presence of God, and the 
thorny acacia bush being unburnt would suggest 
God’s ability and readiness to intervene on behalf 
of his people. The double call (v. 4) indicated a 
special and important appeal, like the others in 
Scripture (Gen. .22:11, and five more). The re- 
sponse of Moses was immediate, thorough, and 
reverential. The practise of taking off sandals 
(rather than the hat as with us) is universal in the 
East. The precise method of God’s revelation is un- 
known, but it was a definite, supernatural appeal. (1) 


The Commission (3:6-22). God thereupon re- 
vealed himself as the God of the people of Moses, 
as interested in and concerned for them, and as 
about to deliver them and to bring them into a land 
of plenty (Num. 13:27). This work was to be done 
through Moses and when he hesitated because of 
Pharaoh’s power (v. 11), God assured him of the 
divine presence and power. When Moses raised 
another difficulty in connection with the people 
(v. 13), God gave him a fresh and fuller revelation 
of himself as the eternal, unchanging, covenant 
God of Israel, the One ever the same (v. 14), and 
this would be an encouragement and an inspiration 
to Moses and to the people (vs. 15-17). 

Then followed instructions about the resumption 
of sacrifice and the necessity of separation from 
Egypt for this purpose (v. 18). The refusal of this 
demand by Pharaoh is foreseen and foretold, but 
success is also assured (vs. 19, 20). The people of 
Egypt will be only too glad to get rid of Israel, and 
will gladly give what each woman “asks” (not “bor- 
rows”). The Egyptians knew the Israelites would 
not return and these gifts would be something like 
compensation for much ill-treatment. 


The Hesitation (4:1-17). Moses was still afraid 
and therefore reluctant, whereupon God reassured 
him. The first miracle (vs. 2-5) was one specially 
connected with power, in order to leod the people 
to believe in Moses as the commissioned servant of 
God (v. 5). The second miracle (vs. 6-8) reminded 
Israel of their low estate, like an incurable disease. 
If this was insufficient a still more remarkable dis- 
play of Divine power would be given (v. 9). But 
Moses still hesitated (v. 10) and apparently his 
reluctance developed into unbelief, for although 
assured of power to speak (v. 12) he shrank from 
the task, and God had to condescend to his servant’s 
weakness, and promise Aaron as spokesman. God 
never intended this originally, and we know that 
Aaron was a trouble to Moses almost from the first. 
But if we will not take God’s best, and trust him, 
we have to be content with the “second best,” which 
may bring difficulty and testing. (2) 
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IL. Additional Material for Teachers 

Exodus 12: 37-42; Num. 12: 3-8; Deut. 34: 10-12; 
Acts 7: 34-30. 

1. Exodus 12: 37-42. Results of Moses’ leader- 
ship. (1) The journey; (2) The deliverance; 
(3) The manifestation of God therein. 

2. Numbers 12:3-8. The Character of Moses. 
(1) Meek, verse 3; (2) Faithful, verse 7; (3) 
Honored of God, verse 8. 

3. Deuteronomy 34: 10-12. Closing summary about 
Moses. (1) Unique in privilege, verse 10; (2) “in 
power, verse I1; ¢3) in influence, verse 12. , 

4. Acts 7:17-36. The N. T. version of Exodus, 
chapter 3. (1) Moses as a babe, verse 20; (2) As 
a man, verse 22; (3) As a sympcthizer, verses 23- 
29; (4) as a leader, verses 30-36. . 


Ill. The Graded Topics 

Intermediate Topic: A Champion of the Op- 
pressed. 1. The Preparation: (1) trained in the 
palace; (2) tested in the brickyard; (3) taught in 
the desert; (4) trusting in the conflict. 

2. The Qualification. (1) sympathy; (2) patience; 
“(3) faithfulness; (4) loyalty to God. 

3. The Explanation. God was put first (Heb. 11: 
24-27). 

Senior and Adult Topic: The World’s Call for 
Leadership. The game “follow my leader” is a 
symbol of one of the deepest and most constant 
needs of life, the demand for leadership. Notwith- 
standing all the education and equipment of life to- 
day, leadership is as necessary as ever. This can 
be illustrated by the wonderful results of the war 
coee Foch was appointed leader of all the Allied 
orces. 


1. Why leaders are needed. (1) In human thought, 
there is a call for true and thorough thinkers; 
(2) in Bible and other branches of knowledge, the 
freed of teachers; (3) in evangelism, men who will 
lead in preaching the Gospel; (4) in missions, great 
thinkers and workers in every foreign field; (5) in 
politics, national and international, especially since 
the war is over and settlements have to be made, 
the demand for qualified leaders -in the state and in 
the world will be greater than ever. 

2. What sort of leaders are needed. Men who have 
(1) knowledge of what to do (1 Chron. 12: 32); 
(2) patience to bear with.all sorts of difficulties and 
hindrances; (3) courage to face every danger and 
problem; (4) devotion to God in trust and obedi- 
ence. 

3. Where are such leaders to be found? Only in 
those who determine to put God first and foremost 
in life. Three qualities are said to sum up every- 
thing. “Grit” (strength and determination) ; “Gump- 
tion” (knowledge and common sense); “Grace” 
(guidance and blessing from God). 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


There were three stages in the preparation of 
Moses. (1) intellectual, in Egypt, forty years (2: 
1-14); (2) moral, in Midian, forty years (2:15 to 
3:1), and (3) spiritual, at the bush (3:2-5). The 
first two provided the foundation and walls of his 
“house” of character; the third was like the roof, 
which completed it. This third is the special point 
of the present lesson. What did the burning bush 
mean to Moses? 

1. The Presence of God. God was there as the 
scurce of authority and the secret of power. God in 
a common bush, and in Midian, meant God was to 
be seen everywhere on his people’s behalf. 


2. The Holiness of God. Fire stands for purity, 
and Moses had to be reverent. Holiness is the other 
side of love (Isa. 33:14, 15). 

3. The Faithfulness of God. The bush was not 
consumed, and God would continue to be with his 
people, their hope and guarantee of continuance 
(Heb. 13:8). 

4. The Power of God. Fire destroys, and God 
would break down all opposition, and remove every 
difficulty. Success was certain, for fire quickens. 
“My grace is sufficient” (2 Cor. 12:9). 

And so Moses was prepared spiritually by the 
revelation of God’s presence, holiness, faithfulness, 
and power. No work can be done for God unless 
and until he calls and equips. God still calls, still 
commands, still provides. Be it ours to respond with 
surrender, trust, and obedience, “Here am I.” 


V. Leading Questions 


What elements of preparation had Moses received 
before God appeared to him? 

What is the spiritual meaning of the burning bush? 
I the significance of the new name of God, 
é am”? 

What were Moses’ objections and how did God 
meet them? 


Why did Moses hesitate? When does reluctance 
become a sin? 


What other men in the Bible were great leaders? 
Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A: Banks 


| peebeer is the burning bush of prophecy. It is 
interesting to note that the prophecy made to 
Abraham of Israel’s enslavement was connected with 
“a smoking furnace,” and the prophecy made to 
Moses (to be immediately fulfilled) of Israel's ~de- 
liverance with “a burning bush.” Both are sym- - 
bolic of Israel’s afflictions. “Jehovah hath ... brought 
you forth out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt” 
(Deut. 4:20). It took the furnace to melt the dross 
out of Israel (Ezek. 22:22). The Lord’s “fire is in 
Zion” (Isa. 31:9); and his voice is there, too. The 
Bible is written by Jews (authorities differ on only 
one author, Luke, as to whether he was Jew or 
Gentile), and God’s special preserving providence 
speaks from Israel’s burning bush. “Give me proof 
of inspiration in one word,” said Frederick the 
Great to his chaplain. “ ‘Israel,’ sire,” was the reply. 
Always inthe white heat of persecution, yet never 
consumed. The burning bush has flashed with daz- 
zling flame during the world war. Have you “turned 
aside to see”? Then listen to God’s “call” to pray for 
and evangelize the Jews. 

Jesus accepted verse 6 as prophetic of the resurrec- 
tion of the body. Scholars tell us that in using the 
article with the word “nekros,” (hoi nekroi) he was 
literally saying (Matt. 22:32), “God is not the God 
of the dead bodies [of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob] 
but of the living people.” The Hebrew idiom is 
similar. “The only conclusion being that they must 
rise and live again in resurrection in order that he 
may be their God.” 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Blackberries.—When Jehovah saw that he. turned 
aside (v. 4). “He turned aside.” That is the differ- 
ence in men. God cannot do all he would like for 
the fellow who does not care very much. The in- 
vestigator is the fellow who takes the elevator. Down 
the Lincoln Highway to Philadelphia are many 
palatial homes. Jack Brightboy and I were motor- 
ing that way one day and were curious to know 
whose places these were. We stopped a native. “Do 
you live around here?” “All my life,” he said. 
“Whose places are these?” and we described. them. 
“Search me,” said the man for most of them» “Now 
what do you think of that!” exclaimed Jack. “Why, 
I wouldn’t be down around Bryn Mawr a month but 
I could tell you what ‘big bug’ nested in every rose 
garden.” “Yes,” I replied, “and you are_not doing 
day’s work at sixty bucks per.” Mrs. Browning sized 
the situation up. “Only he who sees takes off his 
shoes, the rest... pick blackberries.” Are you a 
berry picker or do you stand expectant before God’s 
burning bushes? Just as soon as I can get my men 
to turn aside and see what God is doing right here in 
Coatesville, off go shoes and God gets the men. 
Almost every big boss and the happy and prosperous 
homes are tied up with religion. Lots of young fel- 
lows are so busy picking blackberries, which are 
nearly all seeds, that they can’t see the burning 
bushes! (Prov. 8:18, 19; 1 Tim. 4:8.) 

The Watchman.—/ have surely seen the affliction 
of my people (v. 7). If a nation, or a family, or a 
man wishes to invite disaster and affliction, a dead 
sure way is to prosper and forget God. Germany. 
God loves us so dearly that instead of letting us go 
to utter ruin, he does just what the wise dad: does 
with the incorrigible boy. He lets him “take his 
medicine” among the “hogs” and then when that 
“bitter pill” gets in its work, he is instant to reveal 
the father heart of uninterrupted love. With the 
prosperity in the rich bottom lands of Egypt (selling 
even in this day at $1500 per acre) no doubt came 
the same devil traps we have to-day. No doubt there 
were Great White Ways never so white as on Sun- 
day night and wine ran like water. The God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob only a memory, except 
perhaps among a few of the family of Levi. And 
so God let come down the eighty years of affliction 
to turn his people’s hearts back to their fathers’ God. 
It brought the answer. I know mighty few suc- 
cesses among men in every walk in life who did not 
come up the way that has plenty of “thank-you- 
marms” on it! It takes lots of bumps to make a 
man nowadays, just as it did in Jacob’s, Joseph's, | 
and Moses’ day. If we didn’t get a jar and a jab 
now and then we might go to sleep and forget we 
have a Father up there keeping watch above his own 
(Psa. 121: 3, 4; Psa. 11:4). 

The Secret.—Certainly I will be with thee 
(v. 12).. One of the most cheering and encouraging 
things to me in my religious life is to know that God 
has always had to keep patting his saints on the 
shoulder. You can not name one that got along 
without it. Here now is Moses. There were Joshua, 
Gideon, David, Nehemiah. Even plucky little Paul 
had to have the angel to stand by him (Acts 27: 23). 
As has been said in this Corner many a time, the 
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secret of nearly all great success in life 
will be found in God’s presence. No 
human strength can carry the heavy load 
of success otherwise. “Certainly,” that 
is to say, “it goes without saying, I will 
be with thee.” Man with all his ego, with 
all his brains, with all his accomplish- 
ments, has his limitations. That great 
one swelling around in the high place 
is ninety-nine and four-tenths percent 
bluff. To-morrow he passes. Those 
quiet humble men are our real statesmen. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If onguing later 
they may not be considered at all. io not 
submit isteatlens without first securing a 


LESSON FOR JAN. 12 (Exod. 3:10 4:17) , 





circular that explains the acceptance of ma- | 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which | 


will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
lilustrations on other verses than the 

Iden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 ee | 
are greatly preferred. will be accep 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 

Can We Trust God?—Certainly / 
will be with thee (3:12). I once saw 
the sun go down into the waters of the 
Mediterranean Sea. I saw it when it 
touched the water, a circular ball of fire, 
six feet in diameter. I saw it when it 
was half-way submerged, and I could 
almost hear the water boil. At length 
it passed out of sight and I saw the 
water roll over it. Though I saw this, 
I did not believe it, for I had read from 
a man named Sir Isaac Newton that the 
sun which I saw go down was really 
more than ninety-three millions of miles 
away, and I believed Sir Isaac Newton 
in spite of my eyes. Shall I trust a man 
in spite of my eyes and refuse to trust 
God?—From A. C. Dixon in The Sun- 
day School Chronicle. Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Belper, Eng. The prise for this 
week is awarded to this illustration. 


Why She Was Not Afraid.—Ceriainly 
I will be with thee (3:12). A little girl 
inquired of her mother one moonlight 
night: “Mamma, is the moon God’s 
light?” “Yes, Ethel,” replied the mother. 
“His light is always burning.” Then 
came the next question from the little 
one: “Will God blow out His light and 
go to sleep, too?” “No, my child,” re- 
plied the mother. “His lights are always 
burning. They never fail, because God 
never sleeps.” “Well, mamma,” was the 
little one’s reply, “while God’s awake 
I’m not afraid.” Surely we can echo 
those words. If God has promised to 
protect us, and care for us, all must be 
well_—From The Sunday Circle. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


Who Makes Men Believe?—And 
Moses answered and said, But, behold, 
they will not believe me, nor hearken un- 
to my voice; for they will say, Jehovah 
hath not appeared unto thee (4:1). We 
are not told to be successful, but to be 
obedient. It is the work of the Spirit 
to make men believe; we must deliver 
the message—From Notes From My 
Bible, by D. L. Moody. Sent by Emma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Had Moses Failed to Go.—And he 
said, Oh, Lord, send, I pray thee, by the 
hand .of him whom thou wilt send 
(4: 13). 

“Had Moses failed to go, had God 
Granted his prayer, there would have been 
For him no leadership to win; 

No pillared fire; no magic rod; 

No wonders in the land of Zin; 

No smiting of the sea; no tears 
Ecstatic, shed on Sinai’s steep; 

No Nebo with a God to keep 

His burial; only forty years 
Of desert, watching with his sheep.” 


—From Devotional Hours with the 
Bible by J. R. Miller. Sent by Emma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Which Is More Daring?—The anger 
of Jehovak was kindled against Moses 
(4:14). I asked a young woman to 
teach a Sunday-school class, and she 
said, “I don’t dare undertake such a re- 
eponsible task.” I answered her, “When 








God is so manifestly calling you, you 
should say, ‘I don’t dare not to undertake 
such a responsible task.’” ‘We hear too 
much about the responsibility of work- 
ing for God, but too little about the 
pe responsibility of refusing to work 
or Him—From The Sunday Schdol 
Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Leices- 
ter, Eng. 


The Certificate of Faithfulness.— 
Moses indeed was faithful in all his 
house (Golden Text). After hostilities 
for the day had ceased, following the 
battle of Santiago, an American soldier 
was separated from his regiment. He 
had allied h’mself with another com- 
mand during the day, because he was 
confused, and the colonel of the regi- 
ment with which he fought had watched 
his good work. At night the soldier 
asked the colonel for a certificate to 
the_effect that he had been faithful all 
during the day, and the colonel gave it 
to him to present to his own superior 
officer. In the morning the colonel.left 
his tent and walking a short distance, 
he found this soldier, who had been 
killed by a bullet just after leaving the 
tent, but in his pocket was the colonel’s 
certificate that he had been faithful. 
Like Moses, we must be faithful, and 
the Captain of our salvation shall reward 
us—Sent by Nathan Howard Gist, 
Leominster, Mass. 


ye 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“He knows the way.” 

“He will not let me fall.” 

“I only need to trust Him more.” 
“Hark! the voice of Jesus crying.” 
“Lead on, O King Eternal.” 
“Have thine own way, Lord!” 
“If Jesus goes with me.” 

“O day of rest and gladness.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm o1 : 1-16 (183 : 1-3). 
Psalm 48: 1-10 (110 : 1-3). 
Psalm 8: 1-9 (13 : 1-3). 
Psalm 25 : 1-14 (53 : 1-3). 
Psalm 99 : 1-9 (200 : 1-3). 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


»A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how prone we are to doubt thee! Thou hast 
assured us of thy presence and power, and 
we, great doubters that we are, look askance 


at thy leadings, lest thy hand may be with- ! 
When | 


drawn. Forgive us, we pray thee. 
thou callest us to any service that seems 


too hard, may we remember that thou art not } 
an absegtee leader, and that thou dost not | 
May we dare great things 
for thee because of thy sure guidance. In | 


send us on alone. 


Jesus’ dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—He was just a/ 
trenches,—very | 
young. And the shell fire was terrific, | 
as he and his men dropped into a shal- | 
low trench which they began to dig | 
a were really too close 


young officer in the 


deeper. 
together. ey ought to have been 
spread out more,” he said, “but they like 
to keep close to their officers. They 
seem to think an officer can juggle shells, 
and toss them around without harm! 
The men kept pretty close just then.” 
Leadership! How it counts in war and 
in peace, in work and in play, in 
school and at home! Every one, even 
if he is a leader, has a leader. That 
young officer was in that spot because 
his orders took him there. He looked 
up, and his men looked up. And in tell- 


|ing his experience, he said, so quietly 





RUSTING MY EADER 
RAINING IN EADERSHIP 











and simply, “I prayed all the time during 
the four or five hours while we were 
under that frightful shelling, for cour- 
age and protection.” In that spirit this 
young Christian came through. 
blown up, and buried for hours under 


earth and timber, but now he is able to ‘ 
tell who is, and who was then, his real ! 
God ; 


leader. Who is yours? Is the 
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who promised Moses to be with him 
taken by ‘you as your very own? There 
can be no real leadership for you unless 
you trust him. 

The second can mean nothing for the 


ing him? Are you willing to bear the 
heavy tasks of leadership if He asks it? 
Let us pray. : 

Lonpon, ENGLAND. 





The Little Jetts 
Teaching the Lesson 
By. Wade C. Smith 


Author of 
“The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Christian without the first. Are you trust- 








MOSES THE LEADER. 
OF ISRAEL 





Ex-2: 9% 


— jee —— 


43,94 





enn ese 
———— 











He was ! 


~An.. i fa 
\ Ex: 4: 3 
\ \ 

a 
tay 

Ex. 4: 4. ey eee 











Ch HRs 


| 





| ises to Jacob. 








[ Department Helps | 





The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teracuinc.—God is with 
His Children. 

_Introduction—If you have kept the 
picture of Jacob’s Vision (Nov. 17 les- 
son), show it and help the children to 
recall the story,—Jacob alone, sleeping 
under the stars, seeing the ladder and 
hearing God’s promises, especially, I am 
\ ith thee and will keep thee, etc. God 
promised to Jacob a big family which 
should bless the world (study Gen. 28: 
11-22). This experience was quite simi- 
lar to Moses in the lonesome wilder- 
ness, when he saw a burning bush and 
heard God’s promises, especially, “Cer- 
tainty: will be with thee.” 

Review.God kept his promises to 
Jacob, who had a large family, which 
moved to Egypt when famine came. 
There they increased to be hundreds of 
thousands, until King Pharaoh feared 
lest they should fight him, so he made 
them slaves and they had a hard time. 
Tell of his decrees and how baby Moses 
was saved. Nobody imagined that this 
little boy would ever become a great 
leader, but God had a plan for him. 


Intervening LEvents.— His mother, 
Jochebed, must have taught him while 
he was little to love the Hebrew people, 
also God’s promises about them. After 
he went to live with the princess at the 
palace, he learned much and was taught 
and trained as an Egyptian (Acts 7: 
22). As he grew up he could not help 
seeing how hard the Hebrews had to 
work as slaves and how cruel their task- 
masters were. Because Moses tried to 
defend them he got into trouble and 
went away across the desert. 

As he rested by a well, several sisters 
came to water their father’s’ flocks. 
Some rough shepherds tried to drive 
them away, but, like Jacob at another 
well, Moses helped them. When they 
told their father he invited Moses to his 
house. He stayed and helped care for 
the flocks, as Jacob had done, and he 
married one of those sisters and lived 
there a long time (Exodus 2: 15-21). 

Lesson Story.—More than four hun- 
dred years had passed since God’s prom- 
The Hebrews were hav- 
ing great troubles in Egypt. God did 
not forget them. The time had come 
when he wanted to set them free to go 
to their own land, which God had prom- 
ised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. A 
leader was needed. God knew where 
he was. For many years Moses had 
been learning about the wilderness 
through which God meant that he should 
Yoon lead the Children of Israel. Moses 
had learned about it while he led his 
flocks from “place to place. He knew 
where to find pastures and water, but he 
did not know that God would choose 
him as leader of his people. 

Orie day Moses led his sheep near to 
Mount Horeb. There he heard and saw 
wonderful things. (The Bible story is 
so plainly and beautifully worded that 
it should be told, rather than read, as 
recorded in Exodus 3: 1-12.) 

When God called, Moses answered, 
but he tried to make excuses when God 
asked hiin to go back to Egypt to be- 
come leader of his people. It was a 
wonderful promise and token when God’ 
said, Certainly I will be with you, and 
when you have brought the people out 
of Egypt you shall serve God upon this 
very mountain. That did not seem pos- 
sible. Moses must have wondered how 
many thousands of people could ever 
live in a lonesome desert, but we must 
wait for another story to learn how 
God’s promise came true. 

God and Moses had a long talk that 
day. God told him what to say to the 
Children of Israel (vs. 13-17); and to 
King Pharaoh (v. 18) ; God told Moses 
how to use the shepherd’s rod which 
he carried (4:1-5). Then Moses made 
this excuse, I cannot talk well enough; 





and God promised that his older 
















brother, Aaron, should meet him on his 
way back to Egypt and that he would 
do the talking (4: 10-16). 

At last Moses consented. He took his 
sheep home and asked his father-in-law 
to let him go back to Egypt and take his 
family. (Recall that Jacob and his fam- 
ily had returned home after many years 
"hs with Laban.) 

4 After the Story.—God has a plan for 
the life of every child and a work for 
him to do, just as there is some kind of 
work for every soldier in the army. In 
oS the Shepherd Psalm we often say, “I 
are will fear no evil, for thou art with me.” 
Be “How strong and sweet my Father’s care, 
ey That round about me like the air 

f Is with me always, everywhere, 

He cares for me.” 

(Carols, Leyda Publishing Company, 
pello, Iowa, 28 cents.) 


Peoria, ILL. 
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My Class of Girls: be 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Begin outline of Hebrew history, in 
notebooks. ; 

2. Outline sketch of Moses’ life, as de- 
liverer of Israel. 

3. The need, training, character, and 
call of Moses. 

4. God’s valuation of training. 











; T WILL be helpful to our young 
% Bible students to call their note- 
books into weekly use again, now that 
we are studying historical narrative once 
more, Give them a simple outline, of 
the essential facts only, of Hebrew his- 
tory as it follows the biographies of 
Genesis. Here is a suggestion for such 
an outline: 

Abraham: founder of Hebrew race, 
came from Ur of Chaldea to Canaan, in 
answer to God’s call, where he settled 


with Sarah his wife and Lot his 
nephew. 
Isaac: Abraham’s son of promise, 


married his cousin, Rebekah, and dwelt 
in Canaan, where his twin sons, Esau 
and Jacob, were born, 


Jacob: bargained for his brother’s 
birthright, and became the head of the 
family, stole his brother’s blessing, had 
to flee from his home to his mother’s, 
in Paddan-aram, where he married two 
sisters, Leah and Rachel, returned to 
Canaan after twenty years with a large 
family and great riches, made peace with 
Esau, and settled his twelve sons as 
shepherds there. 

Joseph: Jacob’s favorite son, sold by 
his jealous brothers ‘to be a slave in 
Egypt, where he rapidly rose to power 
and so saved his entire family from a 
wide-spread famine, finally bringing 
them all down to Egypt to live under 
the protection of the Pharaoh. Here 
they prospered and increased greatly, 
until there arose a Pharaoh “who knew 
not Joseph,” and their condition became 
one of bitter slavery, awaiting deliver- 
ance according to the promise God gave 
Abraham four hundred years earlier. 


2. At this point ask for the result of 
the home reading on the life of Moses: 
son of Amram and Jochebed; saved in 
babyhood from Pharaoh’s cruel edict of 
death for all Jewish boy babies by his 
mother, sister Miriam, and the Pha- 
raoh’s daughter; nursed by his mother 
in his early years, educated as the son 
of Pharaoh’s daughter, living as an 
Egyptian prince until forty years old; 
he then made a noble but vain effort to 
help his own people at that time, which 
resulted in his having to flee the coun- 
try, and taking refuge in the land of 
Midian, where he married Zipporah, the 
daughter of a  shepherd-priest, one 
Jethro, whose flocks he kept for forty 
years in “the back side of the desert.” 

Then came God’s call to go back to 
Egypt and deliver his people from their 
bondage, leading them up to their prom- 
ised land—another forty-year task, con- 
cluding in his death on Mount Nebo, 
and being buried by the hand of God. 
Such is the barest outline of the noblest 
life in all Scripture save One; the man 











whose influence in the world knows 
scarcely an equal, even to this day. 

3. Let us think now of the need for 
this leader, his special training, the 
character resulting therefrom, and his 
call to this stupendous service. The need 
is evident, for since Joseph’s day these 
people had been leaderless, as far as the 
record tells us, and so great a mass 
could never move unguided. A great 
need always implies that God is at work 
training a great worker, and so we see 
Moses being unconsciously made ready 
for a mighty task through boy days 
with a godly mother, through young 
manhood studying with the learned 
scholars of learned Egypt, through ma- 
ture manhood alone with God in the 
solitudes of the mountain pastures of 
Midian. 7 

And what a character was thus pro- 
duced God’s Word (Deut. 34: 10-12, for 
instance) and the best judgment of all 
men since that time testify, as well as 
the wonderful work Moses accom- 
plished... He:.looms. large -on, -history’s 
page because, he was a four-square man, 
in, whom the. physical, intellectual, .and 
social forces were as well developed as 
the spiritual powers. 

4. Moses’ life, like 
reveals the emphasis God puts on prep- 
aration for service. In this we can find 
a welcome stimulus for our school-girls, 
who are tempted to grow impatient dur- 
ing what seems to them a trying period 
of training for what they are so eager 
to be actually doing. Rebellion or in- 
difference towards such a time only de- 
feats its very purpose, while whole- 
hearted acceptance brings full reward in 
God’s own good time. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 

If possible, give your girls “The Hid- 
den Years at Nazareth” to read this 
week. It is by G. Campbell Morgan, and 
may be obtained from the Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York City, for 25 
cents a copy. Better still, read it with 
them one afternoon or evening. 


ATLANTA, GA, 


P saeryel and Paul’s, 


A choice book for teachers of girls is 
“The Girl in Her Teens,” by Margaret 
Slattery, obtainable from The Sunday 
School Times Company for 50 cents. 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


- Beginning: Moses in God’s training 
camp. 
Discussions: What did Moses forget? 


How did God get his attention? Moses’ 
excuses and the real drawback; how God 
calls young men now. 

Main points: Every life a definite 
mission; reverence due to sacred places} 
necessity of keeping clean record; a 
sense of duty is God’s call. 











T SEEMS from what teacher said 

that God put Moses through a regular 
course of training about like Uncle Sam 
did his army officers. First he was in 
God’s Students” Army Training Corps. 
That was when he was studying all the 
learning of the Egyptians. Then he was 
taken over to a regular field camp 
“somewhere in Midian,” and given a 
course in field maneuvers. For years 
and years Moses tramped those hills and 
valleys herding his sheep, learning all 
the springs and everything else a scout 
would need to know. (1) 

But Moses got so wrapped up in his 
training camp experiences that he for- 
got to look to headquarters for orders. 
So when God wanted to commission 
him and send him across, he had to 
pretty near build a fire under him to get 
him to pay attention. Moses must have 
been like a boy in the middle of a ball 
game. When his mother calls him he’s 
as deaf as a post. Teacher says we 
must watch out not to get so busy with 
other things that we can’t hear God call 
us, for we are not here just to live for 
ourselves, but to’ carry out orders. 

Well, God struck that burning bush 
in front of Moses to make him stop, 
look, and listen, and when Moses stopped 
to rubber at it and wonder why it didn’t 
burn up, God spoke right out and told 
him to “put off thy shoes from off thy 
feet, for the place where thou standest 
is holy ground.” Wonder how we’d feel 
some Sunday morning when we are act- 
ing sort of careless in the church before 
Sunday-school begins, if a big voice 
should tell us to take our hats off and 
be quiet because that was a holy place. 
They took their shoes off in those days 
instead of their hats. Teacher says this 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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lesson shows plainly that God does care 
how we act and feel in his presence. 

Then God commissioned Moses to be 
the General Pershing of the whole 
Hebrew race, and sent him to save them 
from that old Egyptian Kaiser and lead 
them back to their own country.. Moses 
didn’t much want to do it, and put up 
all sorts of excuses; that the people 
wouldn’t believe in him, that he wasn’t 
a good speaker, and all that. But God 
told him to go ahead and trust God. 

Still Moses balked. Mother says she 
guesses it was the memory of his kill- 
ing that fellow down in Egypt that made 
Moses afraid to go back. Anyway God 
had to tell him that the judge and the 
sheriff and the prosecuting attorney 
were all dead (Exod. 4:19), before 
Moses would go back. Teacher says 
many a man has been hindered all his 
life from doing his full duty because of 
having gotten in bad when he was a 
young fellow. He says when a boy goes 
wrong he is putting a ball and chain on 
himself for the future, and that’s one 
big reason why every fellow ought to 
keep his record clean. God can for- 
give a sin, as he evidently had Moses’, 
but there are always men and women 
who won’t. (2) 

Then we talked about how God calls 
young men now. We don’t see miracu- 
lous bonfires nor hear a voice from the 
skies, but teacher thinks God sometimes 
uses trouble and sorrow to make us 
listen, and that when we feel a duty 
toward some certain work, then that is 
the voice of God. He believes that all 
our experiences are preparation for ser- 
vice later on, and that the main thing is 
to keep our hearts singing: “I'll go 
where you want me to go, dear Lord.” 
He says if all Christian people would 
sing that, and live up to it, God would 
have all the ministers and missionaries 
and Sunday-school teachers, and Chris- 
tian business men he could use. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Exodus 11:1 to 12: 36. 


How did Pharaoh receive Moses? 


What kind of weapons did God fight 
Pharaoh with? 


What finally made 
render? 

What was the sign that saved the 
Israelites ? 
_ Was it right to take the Egyptians’ 
jewelry? 

How is the Lord’s Supper our Pass- 
over Feast? 

Terre Haute, INp. 


Pharaoh | sur- 





Children at Home 








The Kildeer in the Gardens 
By Frances Margaret Fox 


IGH in the sky the kildeer used to 

“go flying over a little northern vil- 
lage beside the wide blue water, singing 
“Kiil-dee, kill-dee, kill-dee!” but they 
didn’t come down where the children 
could get acquainted with them until 
the fathers of the village began plowing 
bits of the wilderness and planted gar- 
dens. They planted their gardens where 
only daisies and wild roses and bluebells 
had bloomed before. 

The children promised to keep the 
weeds from growing in the big stony 
gardens. It is wonderful how weeds 
will grow in stony places. 

Jimmy and Peter and Bobbie were 
little boys who were not big enough to 
do much work in the newly plowed 
fields; but they loved to walk up and 
down the long rows where their fathers 
were hoeing, and they loved to hear the 
kildeer singing, “Kill-dee, kill-dee, kill- 
dee,” high above their heads. 

Jimmy had never been near enough to 
a kildeer to see the color of its feath- 
ers; neither had Peter, neither had Bob- 
bie until after their three fathers be- 
gan hoeing, hoeing, hoeing, in three 
cornfields. The little boys didn’t know 
for a long time that the kildeer were 





watching those fields with’ wonderful 
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‘LESSON FOR JAN. 12 (Exod, 3:1 to 4:17) 


Know For Yourself 
| bom teacher and i io best {| 
choy By ae: sadhana 


ScoTT’s EMULSIO 


to build up strength, raise the 
blood-quality and retrieve 
lost weight. It is not by ac- 
cident Scott’s has 
been endorsed and recom- 
mended by physicians al- 
most everywhere. Scott’s 
contributes to robustness. 


The strengthening virtues 


of Scott’s are felt in 
every avenue of health. 
[| sats & towne, Moonta 18-85 




















bright eyes, until one morning Jimmy 
found four big eggs in a hollow place 
of -stones in his father’s cornfield. 

“Well, well! You have found a kil- 
deer’s nest!” said Jimmy’s father. 

Sure enough it was, and for the first 
time in his life Jimmy saw a kildeer on 
the ground and heard it saying “Dee- 
dee-dee.” The bird was dragging one 
wing and bumping along as if in sad 
trouble. 

“The bird is hurt, poor thing!” Jimmy 
explained. 

“No, she is just trying to lead you 
away from the nest,” father told his little 
boy, and he smiled. 

“It is a queer nest,” said Jimmy, “not 
a bit like a robin’s; it is just a little 
| scooped out place with a few little shells 
in it and tiny pebbles, and four big eggs 
with the little ends together.” 

By this time a flock of kildeer were 
making a big noise trying to scare 
Jimmy and his father away from that 
nest, where the mother bird was lying 


on her back kicking her feet in the air. | 


“T think I'll go and see if she is hurt, 
poor thing,” said Jimmy, but the minute 
Jimmy was almost near enough to touch 
her, up she jumped and ran away fast. 

Soon after Jimmy ran to find his 
neighbors, Peter and Bobbie, to show 
them the nest, but when he came back 
to the cornfield he couldn’t find it. At 
last Jimmy told his father that he had 
looked and looked but he couldn’t find 
the kildeer’s nest. 

Jimmy’s father laughed. “That is the 
kildeer’s little game,” said he, “to hide 
her nest in plain sight and so keep it 
safe.” 

“Can you find it again?” Jimmy asked 
his father. 

“Yes,” father answered, “because I 
counted rows of corn; it is between the 
ninth and tenth rows, about in the middle 
of the field.” 

When Peter an’ Bobbie saw that nest, 
they ran home as fast as they could go to 
tell their fathers about it and to search 
between their hills of corn for other 
nests. Sure enough, there was a kil- 
deer’s nest in Peter’s cornfield and one 
in Bobbie’s. 

Next day when Peter visited his nest 
with his father, the mother bird made 
made a big fuss! And no wonder, be- 
cause the four eggs had hatched! Peter 
ran as fast as he could go to bring 
Jimmy and Bobbie to see the four little 
fuzzy baby kildeer in the nest. Back he 
came running with his special friends, 
and they reached the nest just in time 
to see a strange happening. 

“They are not a bit like the naked 
little baby robins,” Jimmy was saying, 
when up jumped those four nestlings, 
and away they ran, on long slim legs, 
across the field, up one little hillock and 
down another. 

It was such a surprising thing that 
the three little boys didn’t know what 


to say. At last Jimmy thought of what 
to do. “Let’s go tell my father!” he 
said. 


Jimmy’s father was glad to-know that 
four baby kildeer were safely hatched 
and had set out to seek their fortunes. 





| for the character of God. 
kind, tender-hearted and forgiving be- | 
cause this is what God is (Eph. 4: 32). | 
The incarnation of our Lord was the | 
deepest and most mysterious of all the | 
But it | 








He told the little boys that kildeer be- 
long to the Plover family, and Plover 
nestlings always step right out of their 
eggs and leave the nest, like a mother 
hen’s baby-chicks. He told those little 
boys, too, that farmers and boys whose 
fathers have gardens should be glad to 
have kildeer build nests in their fields 
because their families eat bugs and 
grasshoppers and all sorts of insects 
that destro) the growing things. 

After that Jimmy and Bobbie watched 
their nests more carefully than ever, but 
they didn’t see the baby kildeer after 
they were hatched; they only saw bits 
of broken shells in the nests, and that 
was some comfort; it meant that eight 
more little kildeer had gone grasshop- 
per-hunting with their fathers and 
mothers. 

So that is how it was that the new 
gardens of the little village brought the 
kildeer right down out of the sky to 
teach the children about their ways. 

“Three cheers for gardens!” Jimmy 
called up to a flock of kildeer flying 
above them when he and his father were 
gathering ears of sweet corn for dinner 
in their cornfield one day. 

From the blue sky came back the an- 
swer: “Kill-dee, kill-dee, kill-dee!” 

Mackinaw City, Micu. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





January 19. Our Relation to God. I. Re- 
penting. Mark 1: 14-20. 

January 26. Books That Have Helped Me. 
Prov. 2: 1-9. 


February 2. The Best Things in Christian 


Endeavor. Tit. 2: 11-14; 3:8. (Christian 
Endeavor Day.) 

February 9. “I Will”—and What Will I? 
Heb. 10: 5-9, 19-25. (Consecration meet- 


ing, Decision Day.) 
Sunday, January 12 
The Practice of Kindliness 
(Gen. 45 : 1-15). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—A kindly deed. Acts 9: 26-28. 
Tues.—Big-hearted Joseph. Gen. 50: 15-21. 
Wed.—Gallant Moses, Exod. 2: 15-22. 
Thurs.—Generous memories. 2 Sam. 9: 


I-13. 
Fri.—Kind-hearted Jesus. Matt. 26: 
47-56. 


Sat.—Kindly service. 








Luke 5: 18-26. 





What hinders the practice of kindliness? 
How can we develop the kindly spirit? 
What kindnesses have we received? 


INDNESS is a simple, homely vir- | 


tue. but it is not too lowly or human 
We are to be 


realities of history and of life. 
was also adequately described by calling 


it just “the kindness of God our 
Saviour” (Titus 3:4). 
w 


If God is not too great for kindness, 
kindness is not too humble for man. And 
the best and truest men are always kind. 
If they are not then there is some deeper 
dct than mere unkindness. Think how 
many stories there are of Abraham Lin- 
coln’s kindness. No man bore heavier 
burdens or had m e absorbing and 
oversnadowing cares, but he had time 
and the will always to be kind, writing 
letters to mothers who had lost their 
sons, pardoning men who had not meant 
to do wrong, cheering the discouraged, 
bearing patiently with the impatient and 
unwise, “Good old Abe,” “Honest old 
Abe,” “Kind old Abe,”—these are the 
ways our grateful hearts think of him. 

ye 

“Kindness” is a good, practical prin- 
ciple to which to subject thoughts, 
words, and deeds. Beginning with 
thoughts. There will be no real kind- 


ness in words or deeds if it is not first! 
In the motives we attribute : 


in thought. 
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to others, in our conception of our rela- 
tions to them and theirs to us, in our 
plans about them and ourselves we will 
do well always to ask two questions, Are 
we right? Are we kind? And these two 
questions will never be as distinctly 
separate one from the er as we often 
think they are. 


A kind word costs eating except the 
thought and the effort o saying it. 
“Good morning,” “It’s a nice day,” “I 
trust you are well,” “I am glad to see 
you,”—such oil of joy poured upon life 
is beyond the expense of no one and it 
is the best wealth there is in the world. 
And there is always the opportunity of 
saying the kind word about people. The 
faultiest character is not all faults. The 
kindness which sees the good and exults 
in it is the only hope of ever making 
that good triumphant over evil. This was 
in part at least the kindness of God our 
Saviour. - 


Kindness ‘is' just kindredness. It: is 
behaving to-others as our kin, recogniz- 
ing the fatrily relatjonship and acting 
in loyalty ‘o it. 

“TI say to thee, 

Do thou repeat 

To the next man thou mayest meet 

In highway, lane or open street, 

That he and we 

And all men move 

Under a canopy of love 

As broad as, God’s blue heaven above.” 


bd 
That love ought to fill all our hearts. 


And it ought to show itself in our 
kindness. 
New York Ciry. 





Books Worth Noting 











Paul’s J in’ Christ (By A. T. 
Robertson, D.D., LL.D. When a great 
scholar provides a popular and yet 
scholarly exposition, he makes all his 
readers his debtors, because for Bible 
knowledge nothing can compare with a 
combination of scholarship and simplic- 
ity. Ths series of studies in the 
Epistle to the Philippians is admirable 
for expository preaching nd teaching, 
and for devoti aal use. It is marked at 
once by knowledge, clearness and spirit- 
uality. The text is suited to English 
readers, while foot-notes enable the stu- 


| dent to appreciate the Greek under the 
' guidance of one of the ablest modern 
| New Testament scholars. 


For ordinary 
use in connection with this Epistle noth- 
ing else will be needed. (Fleming H. 
Revell Ccmpany, New York, $1.25 net.) 


Two Ancient Red Cross Tales (By P. 
Whitwell Wilson).—The “nose _ for 
news” which characterizes the distinc- 
tive point of view of the newspaper 
man lends a peculiar freshness and in- 
dividuality to these two Bible stories, 
told by a British journalist, a member of 
the British commission to this country, 
endeavoring to strengthen the many ties 
which bind us to our Anglo-Saxon fore- 
bears. The deepest of these many affin- 
ities is wisely impressed upon us in 
these charming sketches: the fact that 
cur two nations are the most markedly 
Christian nations on the globe, and that 
upon us will fall the heaviest responsi- 
bility in “carrying on” the vision given 
us by our Master in these old Red 
Cross tales, in the reconstruction after 
the war. (Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, 50 cents net.) 


Stories From Far Away (By Cora 
Banks Pierce and Hazel Northrop). 
Sixteen stories of Africa, India, Persia, 
Turkey, and other far away lands will 
delight the heart of any Junior boy or 
girl, and grown-ups as well. Some tell 
of the superstitions of these heathen 
people, and how the blessed light of 
Christ removes their dreadful fears and 
beliefs; others tell of special results of 
missionaries’ work, as in the case of 
Rosamond Tiger-Tail, who upon return- 
ing to her hon-e from the mission school 
tells her own people “‘And Mr. Mission- 
ary taught me to read and sing. Shall 





I sing to you?’...» It was the 
sweetest singin 
kraal had ever 
is an ideal book for teachers of Juniors 
or for 
story-telling. (Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany, New York, $1 net.) 












the old king or the old 
eard in their lives.” This 


Junior Department platform 


A Yankee Major Invades Belgium 
(By George Taggart and Wallace 
Winchell).—This major belongs to the 
troops that help and heal, the Salvation 
Army. It really takes the Salvation 
Army to feel the pulse of the common 
people, whose burdens it meets with a 
patience and tenderness which are ni- 
credible apart from the Saviour it serves. 
This is therefore as sympathetic and as 
accurate an account of the real condi- 
tion of the Belgian poor as we have had. 
Major Winchell co-operated with Mr. 
Hoover and Minister Whitlock, but he 
knew the down-hearted people were 
starving for something more than the 
bread and soup provided by the famous 
commission. So in addition to the soup- 
kitchens, the milk stations, the potato- 
fields, the clothing and the money allow- 
ances, he furthered the blessed work of 
the army, the bringing of the good news 
of the Gospel to those who sit in great 
darkness. Even in the practical relief 
this special mission reached many thou- 
sands of the old, the sick, and the help- 
less who would otherwise have perished 
for the Salvation Army has a way of 

etting to the forgotten ones. (Fleming 
fr Revell Company, New York, $1.25 
net.) 


Estaviisnea 1879 
Simple, safe and eff ective, avoiding internal drugs. 
Vaporized Cresolene relieves the paroxysms of Whooping- 
Cough and Spasmodic Croup at once; it nips the common cold 
before it has achance of developing into something worse, and 


experience shows that a neglected cold is a dangerous cold. 
Mrs. Ballington Booth says: **No family. where there 

are young children, should be without this lamp.” 
The air carrying the an tiseptic vapor, inhaled with every 

breath, makes breathing easy and relieves the congestion. 

assuring restful nights. 
It is called a boon by Asthma sufferers. 
For the b hial comp lications of Scarlet Fever and Mea- 

sles, and as an aid in the treatment of Diphtheria, Cresolene 

is valuable on account of its powerful germicidal qualities. 
It is @ protection te those ex) ° 

Sere best recomm endation is its 89 years of success- 

use. 

Sold by Druggists. Send for descriptive booklet. 
Try Cresolene Antiseptic Throat Tablets for the irritated 

throat, composed of slippery elm bark, licorice, sugar and 

Cresolene. They can't torn you. Of your druggist or from 

us, 10c. in stamps. 

The VAPO.CRESOLENE CO., 62 Cortlandt St., New York 

or Leeming-Miles Building, Montreal, Canada 


_ae& Skin Tortured 
1S Babies Sleep 
After Cuticura 


All druggists; Soap 25, Ointment 25 and 60, Talcum 25. 
ISampleanch free of ‘‘Outicura, Dept. M, Besten."” 


br a — 2 —. 3 
’ 

Prophecyand the Lord’sReturn 

JAMES M. GRAY, D.D. 

Dean of the 

Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. 
What is the purpose of God in connection with 
present international cataclysm ? Does proph- 
ecy deal with the world to-day? The author is 
well-known as a Bible student and expositor, 
whose find ee throughout the 


apgees. ; 
Christian world. Dr. Gray’s chapters have un- 
usual interest at this time. 


12mo, cloth, net 75c. 


For sale by The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia. 


Sending the money with your order 
us time and expense. 
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(Special prices in large numbers.) 
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"Are miracles contrary to reason? 
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Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 
Bil on the pape 7 th, 
oc- 
Dt Be SSF helen one Zoual 
see oa tees 
Hew Edition. 2 Sizes. 34 Styles 


Edition printed on Oxford 
ed py Re enap eS, "At all dealers. 


New York 





35 West 32d Street, - + , . 


Crannell’s Pocket Lessons’ 


for 1919 











Contains all of the International Sunday 
School Lessons for 1919 with References, 
Daily Bible Readings and Analysis. About 
two hundred pages, size 2% x5 inches. Sub- 
stantially bound. Just the thing for the busy 
teacher or scholar. 


PRICE 25 CENTS 


THE JUDSON PRESS 
1701 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








Gist of the Lesson 


By R.A. TORREY 

fmol of oh reliable v ot preeet S. 5 S. 
Companion. 

for its ap arsieeed thought, concise 

ben. pac , Satine illustration, 


and TuING b REVELL COMPANY 
158 SthAv.,N.Y.17 N.WabashAv., Chicago 


For F R E E Distribution ae 


GOSPEL TRACTS 


In Ametica ~ - -- + 100,000,000 People 
In Churchés - - ¢°+ _48,900,000 People | 
Where are the othér 60,000,000; People | 
Christians interested in evangelizing this: multitude, 
Address THE MARANATHA TRACT BAND 
240 N. ith St., - =e « Philadelphia 











~ EXTRAORDINARY QUESTIONS js 


By Dr, Linscott on the Uniform Sunday~Sehoo! Les- 
sons. for r9t9ready. Robert E. Speer and similar men | 
highly, praise them. Send 3c stamp for tree sammles. 


Bradley-Garretson, Ltd. Brantford, Canada. 
The Best Way 


to serve Communion, It is rever- 

ent, sanitary, and increases at« 

tendanee at the Lord's Sapper. 

Onur sétvices Y chaste and 

of ftimest ma- 

\ for iiustrated prige list. Dena ade best worknishship, 

NDIVEIBUAL. COMMUNI Siaiaes STO mg 
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HURCH PEWS 


nd PULPIT FURNITURE 


Furniture Co.,Lté,, 23 Park Place, Northvilie,Mich 


nd for Our Catalog 


junday School Times Book Department 

ating a litereture of inspiration and service 

\nday-school teachers and officers, adult 

students, and all who are striving for 

r efficiency in-Christian work. Only 

’ books have any place on our list. -You 

riends who would 'be glad to have some 

le books as gifts. Your own equipmént 

lristian service calls for good ks - of 

permanent value. Such books we publish. 

hy not own some of them? Send fostal- 
card request for catalog. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co., 
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| court, and the things which all 
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ey opening of of wells (Gen, 27 
18-35) is a beautiful incident in the 
life-story of Isaac. Originally his. father, 
‘Abraham, had made ‘these wells, but 
they had_ been filled in by the Philis- 
tines, who ‘pérsisted in claiming “the 
wells because t'.¢y were in their Pape tA 
These wells Isaac reppentd ss and cafle 
them by their old games. The memory 
of Abraham potent with, th Isaac. The 
names. were Wha names of 
blessed memories. t “wells” have 
been filled in by the persecutor of our 
souls? I think naturally of that “Well” 
whose name is “Family Altar.” Has it 
been filled in by the pressure of busi- 
ness, lack of time, and the exaltation of 
the secondary into the primary place? 
The year is still young, and we cannot 
do better than consécrate its early days 
by opening this wellof sparkling water, 
if perchance ft has been closed. 


January 6 to 12 


Mon.—Exed. 3 : 1-12. 
Moses the Leader of Israel. | 

The babe miraculously preserved. in 
the bulrushes was destined to become 
one of the greatest leaders of men this 
world has known.. By the divine call, 
vision, and discipline he was fitted for 
his public career. The desert, the burn- 
ing bush, and the divine voice are alike 
indispensable to the servant of God 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: Praise God for 
peace restored to this war-weary world; 
soldiers who are returning to 
their homeland, and soon te resume 
their ordinary life; that the experiences 
of the trying months of war may leave 
no weakening of mind or physique for 
those still doing duty abroad. 


Tues.—Heb. 11 : 23-29. The Choice of Moses. 


It was no light matter, for Moses. to 
tian 
eld in 
highest. esteem, but he looked Beyond 
the narrow present to the recompense 
of the reward. His choice was free and 
was the direct result of his faith. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray for deci- 
sion of character; for resoluteness of 
purpose in the cause of Christ; for those 
of weak mil, unable to withstand the 
lure of the world; for patience with the 
| weak brother, considering c wselves, lest 
|'we also be led away; for power to 
choose the right and sh n.the wrong. 
| Wed.—Exod, 2 : 11-20. 

Moses Defends the Oppressed. 

Moses was not ashamed to identify 
himself with his people’s sufferings. He 
had a wholesome disdain for all petty 
and cowardly persecution. While we 
may not approve of the method he 
opted, we cannot but applaud his im- 
pulse. Christ came to his people’s deliv- 
erance and beat off the cruel foe. 

Prayer Suace:tions: Let us pray for 
our enemies, and those who despitefully 
use us; for ability to extract good out 
of. the ill others thought to do to us; 
for the Christtike spirit of forgiveness, 
which is without any reserve; for free- 
dom from itapulsiveness, which might 
“lédd ‘to action contrary. to the Spitit.of 
Christ. 


‘Thur.—Exod, 4: 1-12. 
The Divine Presence Promised. 
Moses had learned that progress with- 
out God-was impossible. His. presence 
guaranteed p otection, was the pledge 
of direction and guidance, and the in- 
spiration of courage. Oh, the agony of 
attempting to go along the Divine path- 
way when God has withdrawn himself. 
In that Presence .is cong of ae 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: for the 
Woman's Union Mencia. ociety of 
America for Heathen Lands. This is.the 
pioneer among the women’s foreign mis- 
sionary societies of America. The object 
is the salvation of heathen women.. The 
workers are laboring in- Japan, China, 
and India; for the society's work among 
children. 
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Fri—isaigh 671-8 Isaiah Called to Service: 
For Isaiah the veil’is withdrawn, the 
inward vision” cleansed, and all dint 
gropings are ata end. Unless in some 
measure we pass through the prophet’s 
experience, we shall fail to reach the 
high st possibilities of service open to 
The soul searched, purged, and sub- 
pa has gained capacity to serve. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a re- 
vival: of the spirit of prayer, and of the 
prayer passion throughout the entire 
Church of God; for a quickening of the 
membership of all the churches, and for 
a longing for the salvation of souls to 
lay hold upon the peopte-of God. 


Sat.—Matt. 28: 16-20. “Lo, § Am with You.” 


The “go” of the Great Commission is 
followed by the “lo” of the divine prom- 
ise, guaranteeing the presence and 
power of God for the provision and pro- 
tection of those who go forth at the bid- 
ding of their Lord. Unless we “go,” 
= “let go,” we cannot well claim his 
“ >? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Israel. 
Great news continues to come from 
Palestine of the progress of the coun- 
try and people since the deliverance from 
the Turkish tyranny. The cornerstones 
of a University in Jerusalem have been 
laid, one for each tribe. Pray, that Israel 
might know Him, the Chief Cornerstone. 
Sun.—Deut. 33 : 25-29. 
Strength for the Journey. 

There are no days for which thé Lord 
has. not made provision. All the days, 
and every variety of day. The dark days 
and the bright days. The days increase, 
but the strength increases too. The 
promise proclaims a power that is un- 
exhausted by. the pilgrimage and rough- 
ness of the road. 

PravER SuGcestions: Pray for all 
our churches; for the hosts of Chris- 
tian workers.both a the. churches, and 
outside of theneg-for the children of God 
shut in theirhomes and unable to at- 
tend the house af God; for all compelled 
to work to-day and so deprived of the 
joys of fellowship. 

New. York City. 





TO STIMULATE YOUR FAITH, 
TO QUICKEN YOUR PRAYER-LIFE, READ. 
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Subscription Rates” 


(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 


The. Sunday. School Times is,. pub- 
lished “weekly ‘at the following rates, 
payable in advance,- for ‘either -old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Possessions, Cattada, Mexico, Ciba; 
and Shanghai, China. These rates in- 
clude. postage: 
$1 25 Five or more~ copies, either 

° to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.25 each, per 


year; 
$1.75 One copy, of ‘any: pecaber of 
copies’ less than five, $1.75 
each, per copy. One copy, five years, $7. 
In jn ition of the club“ organizer's 
aid-we allow one subseription additional 
for ita: ten paid for in a club: 

Enough ‘copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable “all the teachers of a 
schdol to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadé#iphia, Pa. 








